Web Site Mini-Lessons

As part of this World Wide Web exploration, we will develop web site mini-lessons.  You will spend a period of time searching for a web site (or a series of web sites) related to a curriculum topic.  You will then write up a short lesson that engages your students.

Directions:

1. Choose a curriculum topic that you teach during the school year.

2. Search for at least one web site (or a series of web sites) related to the topic.

3. On the “Mini-Lesson” workshop, record the web site’s title, URL, and a short description of the site. 

4. After you complete the search, complete the rest of the worksheet:

a. Decide and record what the students need to do before accessing the site.  (Pre-Internet Activity)

b. Decide and record a step-by-step description of what the students will do while at the site; you can write this up as a narrative if you prefer. (Internet Activity)  This section will include a statement that covers each of the four major performance actions:

i. What information will the students access?

ii. How will they interpret the information?  Will they use a graphic organizer or take notes or fill in a chart?

iii. What will the students produce?  Will they develop a paragraph summarizing their new information?  Maybe will construct a diorama?  Write a skit?  Draw a poster?  Create artwork on the computer?  Write up content for a web site?

iv. How will their results be communicated?  Will they post their web site?  Will the diorama be on display in the library?  Will they perform their skit before a different class or for parents?  Will their paragraphs be placed in a class book?

c. Decide and record how the students will be evaluated on their work.  Will you give them a quiz?  Will they use a rubric?  (This is the fifth performance action.)

Web Site Mini-Lessons

Worksheet

Web Sites:
Title of the web site.  (http://www.domainname.su/path).

One or two sentence description of web site.

Pre-Internet Activity:

What will the students have to do before they arrive at the web site.  Write a short paragraph describing what they need to have completed before they go to the computer.

Internet Activity:
1. List step-by-step (or in narrative form, if you prefer) what the students will have to do.

2. Include a statement that identifies each of the four-performance action.

3. Access

4. Interpret

5. Produce 
6. Communicate
 Post-Internet Activity/Evaluation:
How will the students be evaluated?

Web Site Mini-Lessons

Example

Spiders & Charlotte’s Web

Web Sites:
Queensland Museum: Spider.  (http://www.Qmuseum.qld.au/explorenature/arachnids.html
This site – sponsored by the government in Queensland, Australia – focus attention on how to identify spiders.

Spiders Are Not Fun, But Be Wary of Some.  (http://wildnetafrica.co.za/wildlifestuff/juniorpage/spiders/spiders.html)

This site details information about some of the more dangerous spiders.

Discovery Online, Expeditions – Spiders.  (http://www.discovery.com/exp/spiders/spiders.html)

This wonderful site form the Discovery Channel gives a variety of information on spiders.  The focus is mostly on spiders in Australia, but it contains a number of good facts.

Pre-Internet Activity:

While reading Charlotte’s Web, have the students keep a list of facts about spiders that surface in the story.  After reading the book, lead a discussion about spiders.  Divide the students into groups and have each group complete a KWL on spiders.  They will use this information in the next part of the activity.

Internet Activity:
1. Have the groups work at the computer and have access to each of the web sites that have been bookmarked on the students’ computer.

2. As they preview each site, have the students record (access) additional facts about spiders.  They should list new facts they have not listed before and verify any facts they have already developed in the KWL.

3. Have the groups develop a chart (interpret) listing the facts they have discovered about spiders.  The chart can look like this (have them complete the first three columns):

	Spider Facts
	Source (list web site)
	Category

	
	
	


4. Once the students have recorded their facts, have the groups review the facts and categorize (interpret) the facts.  (Column 3 in the chart)

5. Have the groups chose on category to focus on.  Then have them develop a poster (produce) that includes the facts they discovered.

6. Once the posters are completed, share them with a lower level classroom that is studying spiders (communicate).  This class can use the posters as teaching aids.

 Post-Internet Activity/Evaluation:
Use a four-point rubric to evaluate the content and artistic nature of the posters.

