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Project Title:

The Solar System

Date:



July 16, 2001
Teacher(s):


Berlanti Mansor
Grade Levels:

6th 
Length of Lesson:

2 weeks
Project Description:
The study of the planets is very important if we want to learn about the solar system.  If we want to learn about our home, the earth, we need to explore the other planets.  In this unit, the students will learn about the planets in the solar system.  They will research a planet and create an imaginary life form that could exist in that environment.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


1.  What is the solar system?

Specific Questions:

1. What are the names of the planets?

2. Identify the location of the planets in relation to the sun and each other.

3. What is rotation and revolution? 

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Grade: 6

State Goal #
12

CAS F

CSF # 2

Unit Prerequisites:

Read the chapter on the solar system in the text

Performance Task:

Task:  

In this task, you are seeking an answer to the question: “Can you create an imaginary life on one of the planets?”  You are to act as a creature from another planet, whose point of view or perspective is different from the human perspective.  As such you are expected to show how you communicate and survive on your planet.  You are then expected to create an exhibit that includes objects that the creatures use on that planet.  You will know you have successfully finished when you create a picture in the audiences’ mind of what life is like on your planet.

Access:

· Read articles about the various planets.

· Observe pictures of the planets.

· Review the text materials related to this task.

Interpret:

· Compare and contrast the characters that you created on various planets

· Analyze the items that you created for your planet.

· Compare and contrast the information you gathered about the planet.

Produce:

· Draw a picture of your planet in relation to earth.

· Write a summary of what you learned in the text.

· Write a paragraph describing your character.

Communicate:

· Present what you learned to the class.

· Show and tell about the items you created for your planet.

· Mime the character associated with your planet.

Evaluate:

· Assess your presentation using a rubric.

· Rate your character using a checklist.

· Evaluate your friend’s presentation.

Performance Assessment Plan:

· Use anecdotal records

· Use a checklist

· Take a multiple-choice test

Resources:

· Websites:

Castle Technology Pages

http://www.castletechnology.com/resources/index.html
Math

http://www.aaamath.com/
Science

http://www.eduhound.com/
Scholastic

http://www.scholastic.com/
Earth info

http://pds.jpl.nasa.gov/planets/welcome/earth.htm
An overview of the solar system

http://seds.lpl.arizona.edu/nineplanets/nineplanets/overview.html
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	Background Research
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I used a variety of helpful resources.
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I used information from scientific journals.
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I used information from textbooks.
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I used video or CD-ROM resources.
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I used internet resources.
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I found recent materials so my information is up-to-date.
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I used only reliable resources.
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I used resources that listed facts.
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I collected enough information to get a good understanding of my topic.
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I wrote down where I got each piece of information.
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I correctly cited all resources used in the final project.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Cooperative Work
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I worked well with my group members.
	

	 
	 
	[image: image13.wmf]g

f

e

d

c

I showed respect and support for fellow team members.
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I listened to my group's ideas.
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I listened to my partner's ideas.
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I did my share of the work.
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I contributed both time and effort.
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I helped us succeed.
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My work made this project better.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Experimental Research
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I figured out a question I wanted to answer.
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I thought of a way to answer my question.
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I made a hypothesis.
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I gathered information.
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I thought of some things (variables) that could mess up my experiment.
	

	 
	 
	[image: image25.wmf]g

f

e

d

c

I tried to control things (variables) that could mess up my experiment.
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I performed the experiment carefully.
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I recorded the results of the experiment.
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I summarized the results and told what they meant.
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I wrote a descriptive title for my experiment.
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I displayed my project neatly.
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I made an attractive display for my project.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Lab Safety
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I wore safety glasses in the lab when required.
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I wore appropriate shoes for the lab.
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I mixed only the chemicals I was told to mix.
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I was careful in measuring chemicals.
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I cleaned up any mess I made, using safe procedures.
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I reported any accidents to my teacher, no matter how minor I thought they were.
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I walked and did not run in the lab.
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I did not throw things in the lab.
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I did not horse around or roughhouse.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Laboratory Work 
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I created a storyboard to organize my lab project.
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I followed the scientific method to do my project.
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I used suitable equipment for my project.
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I answered all lab questions as well as I could.
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I cleaned all glassware when I was through with it.
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I returned all lab materials and equipment to where they belonged.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Relating Concepts
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I know how this project relates to what we are studying.
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I know how this project relates to history.
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I know how this project relates to math.
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I know how this project relates to music or art.
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I know how this project relates to business or technology.
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I know how this project relates to our community.
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