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Project Description:  Students often read about successful people without considering the obstacles they have faced.  These obstacles can have a strong impact on the shaping of the character of the individual.  Obstacles may have been encountered during different life stages.  People may experience obstacles in relation to attitudes and events.  Decisions made early in life can shape options and achievements later in life.  This lesson will give the students the opportunity to learn about many successful people and about the obstacles they encountered while striving toward their accomplishments.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:

Who are the pioneers of today?

Specific Questions:

What were some of the, influential experiences in their lives, which led them to become who they are today?

Who or what inspired them to become who they are today?

What were the social, cultural, environmental, and economic influences on their development?

What ways has success changed them personally?

How has your success affected the people you know personally?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Grade Level:  5th
State Goal #
5

CAS letter
A

CSF #2,6



4



C


1,3

Unit Prerequisites:

· Students are able to gather research from various multimedia resources

· Students are able to distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information

· Students are able to compare and contrast using a Venn Diagram

Performance Task:

Task:

In this task you are seeking an answer to the question, “Who are the pioneers of today?”  You will be divided up into groups.  There will be researchers/reporters, interviewers and recorders/performers. The researchers/reporters will have the responsibility to gather information and note the obstacles in their chosen person’s life.  Researchers/reporters will be interviewed and the recorders/performers will document the information taken.  The recorders/performers will take on the character of that individual and present in a skit the actual obstacles and achievements that were discovered by the researcher/reporters. A panel discussion will take place discussing the scenarios. The recorders will compile the information and generate a newspaper article. 

Access:

· Research and collect data on various biographies of successful people overcoming obstacles

· Study and familiarize the person they have chosen so that the role they have taken own become real to them

· Form an interviewing committee of 5 students 

· The recorders/performers will be assigned to each reporter

· The recorder will jot down the pertinent information relating to the obstacles/achievements that were shared by the reporters

Interpret:

· Using a Venn Diagram students will compare and contrast 3 previously selected television talk shows

· Compare interviewing techniques

· List the types of questions that peak the audience’s interests 

· Reflect on the information found.  See how this information may relate to their own life

Produce:

· Design the auditorium into a TV talk show studio

· Create costumes and props

· Design the auditorium depicting a scene that will represent each reporter’s story

· Recorders/Performers will re-enact obstacle/achievements that were discussed earlier in the lesson

· Students will work in groups to generate 5-10 questions they will use to conduct their interviews
· Develop panel discussion groups, discuss the scenarios that were presented

Communicate:

· Discuss the interviewing techniques

· Perform the actual interview before a live audience

· Invite classrooms, parents, and staff members

· Interact with the audience by allowing them to ask pertinent questions. 

· The discussion panel will discuss the various obstacles that were viewed during the performances

· Write a letter to the Oprah Winfrey Show explaining class project.  Request permission to visit her studio

· Video tape the entire production

Evaluate:

· Students will develop self-improvement portfolios

· Students will evaluate themselves using the Cooperative Learning Project Rubric

Performance Assessment Plan:

· Performances critiqued using Oral Presentation Rubric

· Checklist for recorded information

· Critique their reports using a Writing Rubric

Resources:

· Online quiz

http://www.quia.com/tq/162731.html
· Online activity

http://www.quia.com/jg/144888.html 

· Web Sites

Sharon Robinson

http://www.scholastic.com/titles/sharonrobinson.htm
Pam Munoz

http://teacher.scholastic.com/authorsandbooks/authors/ryan/tscript.htm
Conquest of Mt. Everest

http://teacher.scholastic.com/hillary/tguide.htm
Student activities

http://www.unt.edu/natla/famous_people.htm
When I was your age

http://www.unt.edu/natla/when_i_was_your_age.htm
