Swift School

Engaged Learning Lesson Plan

Project Title:

The Monarch Butterfly

Date:



July 16, 2001
Teacher(s):


Dollie Shaw

Grade Levels:

4th

Length of Lesson:

10 weeks

Project Description:

Students will learn about life cycles of insects and creatures in their environments. While studying life cycles of insects, students will gain a broader understanding of how people, animals and insects co-exist and support life on our planet. As we study life cycles of particular insects, students will want to do more to preserve insects’ survival. In this unit, students’ major focus will be on issues of the Monarch butterfly.  

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


How do insects and man interact and continue to survive in their environment?

Specific Questions:


1. What insects do you see where you live?

2. Can you name a butterfly that you have seen outside?

3. What are the different parts of a butterfly’s body?

4.  What do you think butterflies do for the environment?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
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Unit Prerequisites:   

· Students have the ability to search on the internet for relevant websites

· Students have the ability to organize a journal

· Students will take a virtual field trip to the Nancy Notebaert Museum 

· Students have the ability to identify a butterfly

Performance Task: 

Task:


In this task, you are seeking to answer the question about man’s role and the Monarch butterfly’s survival in the environment. As such you are expected to be a group of curators from the local butterfly sanctuary. You are then expected to create an informational, educational exhibit for the school and the public on the Monarch butterfly. You will work in teams of 4, 5, or 6. Your materials will gathered from home, classroom supplies, library, your own supplies, and the art department. You will know you have successfully finished when your museum exhibits are ready to display. 

Performance Task Choices for student teams to choose from:

Teams will plan and assume different roles/responsibilities on the following tasks:

· Draft a design/model for your museum exhibit that includes measurements for the walls and floors space needed.

· Given a small budget, decide what to serve at the opening of your museum exhibit.

· Write a newspaper article that describes and explains the Monarch butterfly’s role in the environment providing evidence to support your claim.

· Compose a short musical piece or poem telling about the butterfly’s role in the environment (to be performed).

· Create and choreograph a dance about the butterfly to be performed.

· Write and act out your own mini-play about improving life for the Monarch.  You will also design props.

· Write a letter to the editor* of our local newspaper about the butterfly’s environmental/community issue (send one to a government official/famous person also.)

· Conduct an opinion poll; create a graph/table showing results; state your conclusions.

· Draw a picture or construct a diorama that illustrates the life cycle, flight pattern, and environmental issue of the butterfly.

· Posters depicting the life cycle, migration patterns, habitats, and issues surrounding the Monarch will be created.  

All teams will keep a daily journal of activities and things to do or finish. 
Access:

· Survey classroom library materials on the Monarch butterfly 

· Gather information from the school/neighborhood library 

· Collect information from the Internet and Harris Museum resource center 

Interpret:

· List or group information by categories

· Interpret your information into general statements

Produce:

· Refer to product selection list Performance Task choices

Communicate:
· Display charts showing categories 

· Create a news broadcast about the Monarch’s survival/endangerment

· Debate the pros and cons about the butterfly’s survival

· Create Monarch butterfly sanctuaries

· Present sanctuary exhibits throughout the school for public viewing

Evaluate:

· Checklists and rubrics for self-assessments

· Journal reflections

· Teams/peers critique each other’s work and make suggestions

Performance Assessment Plan:

· Test on the butterfly’s life-cycle, anatomy and vocabulary 

· Write an essay on the future state of the Monarch Butterfly

· Online activities http://www.quia.com/jg/144883.html
· Anecdotal records

· Finished product presentation

· A mini-performance (skit/play/dance)

· Teacher checklists/ Scoring rubrics

Resources:

· Websites
http://www.sbgmath.com/gr1/chapter2/start/index.html
Metamorphosis

(http://www.sci.mus.mn.us/sln/tf/m/metamorphosis/metamorphosis.html)

Butterflies

http://teacher.scholastic.com/researchtools/articlearchives/bugs/butterflies.htm
Lifecycle of a butterfly

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/instructor/science2.htm
All about butterflies

http://www.zoomdinosaurs.com/subjects/butterfly/
Butterfly and Moth Anatomy

http://encarta.msn.com/find/MediaMax.asp?pg=3&ti=761578331&idx=461543434
Butterflies, butterflies

http://www.foremost.com/butterfies/
Butterflies activities

http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/jackhulland/projects/butterflies/

http://mgfx.com/butterfly/
Migration

http://whyfiles.org/006migration//index.html
Deforestation

http://whyfiles.org/006migration//bird_loss.html
http://www.monarchlab.umn.edu/Teachers/researchideas.html
· The Peggy Notebaert Butterfly sanctuary/Field Museum

· The computer lab, classroom /school/neighborhood library

· Butterfly videos
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Project: Monarch Butterfly Mini-unit
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	Capitalization
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I use both capital and lower case letters.
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I capitalize proper nouns, like the names of people, pets, and places.
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I capitalize the pronoun "I".
	

	 
	 
	[image: image4.wmf]g

f

e

d

c

I capitalize important words in a title.
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I capitalize the first word of a sentence.
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I capitalize the first word in a direct quotation.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Conventions
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My handwriting is legible.
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I leave white space between my words.
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My sentences begin in different ways.
	

	 
	 
	[image: image10.wmf]g

f

e

d

c

Each of my paragraphs has one main idea.
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My sentences are complete (have noun and verb).
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I have used standard grammar correctly.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Ideas
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I use brainstorming and a concept map or outline to create and organize my ideas.
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I describe where my story takes place.
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I describe what the characters look like.
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I describe what the characters feel.
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My story has a beginning, middle, and end.
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My introduction is exciting and inviting.
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I have a satisfying conclusion.
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I have listened to suggestions from the teacher or peer writers.
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My ideas flow and are well connected.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Punctuation
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I use a period at the end of each sentence.
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I use a question mark at the end of each question.
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I use an exclamation mark at the end of an exclamation.
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I use commas between words in a list.
	

	 
	 
	[image: image26.wmf]g

f

e

d

c

I use quotation marks in dialogue.
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I use apostrophes in contractions and possessives.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Word Use
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I use new spelling words when appropriate.
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I use new vocabulary words when appropriate.
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My verb forms match my noun (e.g., singular; plural).
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I use standard spelling.
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I use the dictionary to spell words I don't know.
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I use the thesaurus to find synonyms for words I use a lot.
	


