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Project Description: 

Freedom of speech, freedom of religion, Coca-cola or Fruitopia?  Just a few choices and basic rights that you can exercise daily.  What about the rest of the world?  What rights do people have in China, Japan, Russia, or Italy???  How do they compare to our rights?  Do they differ based on the economic system a country has adopted?  Why do countries adopt different economic systems?
In this project, students will understand the relationship between economic systems and human rights issues in various countries. They will compare and contrast mixed, command, traditional, and market economies.  They will determine what factors influence a country’s economy. They will examine life of citizens, as they exist in the various countries with different economic systems.

Project Goals: 

Essential Question

How does an economic system affect the way you live?

Specific Questions:

· What are the categories of economic systems? Define them.

· What countries fit into these categories?

· What is life like for a citizen of these countries?

· What are the basic human rights of people living in these countries?

· What are the differences in human rights between Mexico, China, U.S., Russia, Italy, and Australia?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Grade Level8

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

Social Studies State Goal #15                     CAS a, b                                               5

Language Arts State Goal #5                       CAS a                                                   1,2

Unit Prerequisites:

· Basic understanding of economics

· Understand the United States Bill of Rights

· Basic research skills

· Basic understanding of the United States economic system (e.g., free enterprise competition, individualism, entrepreneurship).

Performance Task:

Task:

You are a diplomat from a foreign country appearing before the general assembly of the United Nations.   Your job is to convince the members that your economy is a major factor in driving human rights issues in your country. Research the economy and human rights issues in a specific country. Compile and present a slide show revealing the life of a citizen in different economic systems. 

Access:

· Research and gather information about the economy of the chosen country

· Interview citizens from your chosen country

Interpret:

· Compare and contrast the economic system studied to that of the United States

· Analyze the rights of the citizens in the chosen country

· Compare and contrast these rights to the rights of citizens in the U.S.

· Define the different economies and factors that influence them.  Analyze actual economic systems and their bill of rights

Produce:

· Design a power point presentation on the country chosen focusing on how the economy influences human rights

· Create and produce a talk show segment that reveals the positive aspects of each economic system, focusing on the bill of rights

Communicate:

· Convince the United Nations that your country has made headways in human rights

· Verbally explain the economic system in the chosen country.  This will accompany the power point presentation

Evaluate:

· Rubric on the power point presentation

· Discussion panel between different countries represented

· Written reflection on what they learned.

Performance Assessment Plan:

	PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
	ASSESSMENT TOOL

	Social Studies

	State Goals #15, cas a,b csf #5
	Rubric for presentation

	Language Arts

	State Goals #5, cas a  csf# 1,2
	Checklist for discussion, self evaluation verbal presentation


Resources: http://www.quia.com/jg/145994.html
http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/China/ChinaQuest.html
http://www.hrichina.org/topics/cursit.html
http://www.metacrawler.com/index.html
http://www.yahooligans.com/
http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu6/2/fs2.htm#universal
http://www.fabjob.com/childauthor.asp
http://castletechnology.com/home2.html
http://www.4teachers.org 
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	Media Use
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I used video clips in my presentation.
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I used photographs in my presentation.
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I used voice-overs or sounds to enhance the presentation.
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The media I chose adds to the user's understanding of the presentation.
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The media I chose adds to the user's interest in the presentation.
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Media is balanced appropriately with text.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Organization
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My presentation was a clear explanation of a topic.
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My presentation was persuasive in presenting a point of view.
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I organized my thoughts and ideas in a meaningful way.
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My organization was easy for others to follow.
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I included a meaningful title slide.
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I included an introduction or Table of Contents.
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I included slides to support my main points and subpoints.
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I included a conclusion slide.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Appearance
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Text areas and graphic areas are balanced.
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The words on the slides are easy to read.
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The words on the slides are spelled correctly.
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The graphics on the slides are easy to see.
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The background does not compete with the text or graphics.
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The colors and patterns on my slides look good together.
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The slides seem to go together when you move from one to the next.
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Titles and headings are easy to distinguish from other text.
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Sounds and music are easy to hear.
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There is enough time to read and see everything on each slide.
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The transitions do not distract or bore the user.
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There is not too much or too little time between slides.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Preparation
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I planned my time wisely to assure access to needed materials.
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I prepared a clear topic and subtopics to cover.
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I thought about questions I needed to answer in my presentation.
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I thought about things I wanted to find for my presentation.
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I used feedback from others to refine my topic, subtopic, and details.
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I thought about what materials and equipment I would need for the presentation.
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I made a timeline of when major parts of the presentation would be done.
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	CATEGORY 
	Excellent 
	Good 
	Satisfactory 
	Needs Improvement 

	Requirements 
	All requirements are met and exceeded. 
	All requirements are met. 
	One requirement was not completely met. 
	More than one requirement was not completely met. 

	Content 
	Covers topic in-depth with details and examples. Subject knowledge is excellent 
	Includes essential knowledge about the topic. Subject knowledge appears to be good. 
	Includes essential information about the topic but there are 1-2 factual errors. 
	Content is minimal or there are several factual errors. 

	Organization 
	Content is well organized using headings or bulleted lists to group related material. 
	Uses headings or bulleted lists to organize, but the overall organization of topics appears flawed. 
	Content is logically organized for the most part. 
	There was no clear or logical organizational structure, just lots of facts. 

	Oral Presentation 
	Interesting, well-rehearsed with smooth delivery. 
	Relatively interesting, rehearsed with a fairly smooth delivery. 
	Delivery not smooth, but able to maintain interest of audience. 
	Delivery not smooth and audience attention lost. 

	Workload 
	The workload is divided and shared equally by all team members. 
	The workload is divided and shared fairly by all team members. 
	One person in the group is viewed as not doing his/her fair share of the work. 
	Several people in the group are viewed as not doing their fair share of the work. 
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