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James G. Blaine School

Engaged Learning Lesson Plan 

Project Title:

Travel Through Time

Date:



July 23, 2001
Teacher(s):


Meg Kinsella

Anne Kinsella

Grade Levels:

5th grade

Length of Lesson:

2 weeks

Project Description:

Landmarks are historically significant for a variety of reasons. This project will explore different world landmarks. Students will research their historical importance as well as the events that were happening at the time the structure was built.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:

What can we learn from travel?

Specific Questions:

1. Where is your landmark located?

2. When was it built? 

3. What is it used for? 

4. Why was it built – what is the specific purpose of the landmark?

5. What is the size of the structure? How tall is it? What is the area? What is the volume? What is the perimeter?

6. What other important events were going on at that time in that country?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
5th Grade:

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

SS – 16


A



1

LA – 5


A



6

Math – 7


A



3

Unit Prerequisites:

· Students will have a general understanding of world geography

· Students will have a general understanding of area, volume, perimeter, graphing

· Students will be able to navigate the www 

· Students will be able to produce a website that will include text, images, and links 

Performance Task:

Task:

Would you like to travel back through time? Imagine being on the coast of Staten Island when the Statue of Liberty was first assembled. How about being the Chinese construction worker that placed the final stone on the Great Wall? If you could go back into time and be there for the beginning of any of the world’s most famous landmarks – which one would you pick?

Our fifth grade classroom has been selected to travel back through time to visit one world landmark. As a class, we must decide where we are going and why. You and a partner will persuade your classmates to vote for the landmark you think is the most exciting. 

Access:

· Examine websites that detail information about specific landmark


· Gather and reflect on the important events that happened during the time period the landmark was built

· Investigate the use and reason the landmark was built

Interpret:

· Assess the purpose and use of the structure

· Check the size of structure and gauge how many fifth graders would fit inside, around, and head to toe to the top

· Analyze six to eight historically significant events from the time period and determine the two most important to further evaluate – use the web sites, library resources, and classroom materials to find information

Produce:

· Design a map showing the continent, country, and city where the landmark is located.

· Draft and write the front page of a newspaper in the time the landmark was built. One article focuses on the completion of the landmark and two other articles on important events going on during this time period. All articles will be posted on website.

· Make a graph that illustrates the number of fifth grade students it would take to fill height, area, volume, perimeter (at least two of these on a class graph)

· Produce website to persuade classmates to vote for researched landmark.

Communicate:

· Communicate with partner and collaborate on all aspects of project








· Explain and present project to classmates – focus on persuading them to vote for landmark

· Discuss and question classmates projects to further investigate landmarks

Evaluate:

· Self-check website for format, grammar, accuracy, interest, and ease of use – connect to Blaine School web site

· Weigh classmates projects and vote for the one they would most like to visit

· Evaluate team dynamics-workload 

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators


	Assessment Tool

	Social Studies

	SS – SG16   CAS A   CFS 1


	Checklist for web pages

	Language Arts

	LA –SG 5    CAS A   CFS 6


	Rubric for articles on web page

	Math

	Math –SG 7   CAS A    CFS 3


	Graph on web page
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Top of Form

	CATEGORY
	  
	RESPONSIBILITIES

	 
	 
	

	


	Preparation
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I planned my time wisely to assure access to needed materials.
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I thought about questions I needed to answer in my presentation.
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I thought about things I wanted to find for my presentation.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Organization
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My presentation was a clear explanation of a topic.
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My presentation was persuasive in presenting a point of view.
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My presentation had a clear answer to a research question.
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I organized my thoughts and ideas in a meaningful way.
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My organization was easy for others to follow.
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I included slides to support my main points and subpoints.
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I included a conclusion slide.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Navigation
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Users can find their way easily through my project.
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Users can backtrack or stop the presentation if they desire.
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The navigation tools work.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Media Use
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I used photographs in my presentation.
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The media I chose is related to the content of the presentation.
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The media I chose adds to the user's understanding of the presentation.
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The media I chose adds to the user's interest in the presentation.
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Media is balanced appropriately with text.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Appearance
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The words on the slides are spelled correctly.
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The background does not compete with the text or graphics.
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The slides seem to go together when you move from one to the next.
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The transitions do not distract or bore the user.
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	Multimedia Project: Travel Through Time
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Student Name ___________________


	CATEGORY 
	4- Exceeding 
	3- Progressing 
	2- Emerging 
	1- Beginning 

	Content 
	Covers topic in-depth with details and examples. Subject knowledge is excellent 
	Includes essential knowledge about the topic. Subject knowledge appears to be good. 
	Includes essential information about the topic but there are 1-2 factual errors. 
	Content is minimal or there are several factual errors. 

	Organization 
	Content is well organized using headings or bulleted lists to group related material. 
	Uses headings or bulleted lists to organize, but the overall organization of topics appears flawed. 
	Content is logically organized for the most part. 
	There was no clear or logical organizational structure, just lots of facts. 

	Oral Presentation 
	Interesting, well-rehearsed with smooth delivery. 
	Relatively interesting, rehearsed with a fairly smooth delivery. 
	Delivery not smooth, but able to maintain interest of audience. 
	Delivery not smooth and audience attention lost. 

	Workload 
	The workload is divided and shared equally by all team members. 
	The workload is divided and shared fairly by all team members. 
	One person in the group is viewed as not doing his/her fair share of the work. 
	Several people in the group are viewed as not doing their fair share of the work. 


Resources:

http://www.worldlandmarks.com/
http://www.hbschool.com/activity/wrldlmarks/landmarks.html
http://members.nbci.com/talshiarr/landmarks.htm
http://community.webshots.com/album/4429145FiFQLzQjeb
http://www.britannica.com/
http://www.geography-games.com/index.html 
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