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Project Description: 

You are a travel agent.  You have received a phone call from Governor Ryan because he is very concerned that tourism is slowing down in Illinois and affecting our economy in a negative way.  He would like you and your co-workers, at the travel agency, to attend a conference in Chicago.  Here you will talk to travel agents from across the country and across the world about the many reasons they should visit your fabulous state.  

 

Project Goals:

Essential Question: 

Why do we travel to a location?

Specific Questions:

(What are some of the major events in Illinois history that shaped our state?

(Who are the major people who influenced the development of Illinois?

(What are the major industries in Illinois?

(What are the most visited tourist attractions in Illinois?

(What are the major landforms in Illinois?

(What natural resources are found in Illinois?

(What plants and animals are native to Illinois? 

(Why should people travel to Illinois?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
4th Grade

State Goal #

CAS letter

CFS number
 


5



A


1,2,3,4,5,6


16



B


1



16



C


1

Unit Perquisites:

· Students will have a general understanding of Illinois history and geography

· Access web sites 

· Utilize a variety of research materials in the library

Performance Task:

Task:

As a travel agent on assignment for the governor, your mission begins by traveling with your co-workers to find the best historical places, climate, landforms, plants, animals, natural resources, entertainment, people, and cities in Illinois.  After you and co-workers have gathered your facts, you will present them at the conference in the form of a travel brochure.  Your illustrated brochure should include the following:

1. Historical Places 

2. Famous Illinoisans
3. Landforms
4. Natural Resources
5. Plants and Animals
6. Climate
7. Entertainment
8. Areas of Interest

9. Map of Illinois

Access:

· Explore maps of Illinois
· Look-up Illinois on the internet
· Research Illinois in textbooks, encyclopedias, and library books
· Gather Illinois tourism brochures and guides
· Read Chicago Magazine
(
Interview friends, families, and neighbors on favorite vacation spots in Illinois

Interpret:

· Analyze information gathered from various resources

· Determine relevant information to promote Illinois

· Combine and organize facts into categories for the brochure 

Produce:

· Design a format for the travel brochure 

· Draft and write your Illinois facts into organized categories  

· Illustrate your brochure with Illinois images

· Editorialize on why travelers should visit Illinois

Communicate:

· Publish your Illinois travel brochure

· Present the brochure to the class

· Persuade fellow travel agents to visit Illinois

Evaluate:

· Critique work and work of group members using a rubric

· Assess the quality of your brochure 

· Judge the effectiveness of your presentation 

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Social Science

	IL 16, CAS B, CFS 1
	Brochure Rubric, Observations, & Test

	IL 16, CAS C, CFS 1
	Brochure Rubric, Observations, & Test

	Language Arts

	IL 5, CAS B, CFS 1,2,3,4,5,6
	Brochure Rubric & Group Rubric


Resources:

Enjoy Illinois

http://www.enjoyillinois.com/
Find Illinois

http://www.state.il.us/
Natural Resources of Illinois

http://dnr.state.il.us/
Illinois Government

http://www.legis.state.il.us/
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency

http://www.epa.state.il.us/
Illinois – Geology

http://www.isgs.uiuc.edu/isgshome/isgshome.html
Illinois History

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilgenweb/
Illinois Weather

http://www.wunderground.com/US/IL/Chicago.html
Illinois Facts 

http://www.50states.com/illinois.htm
Illinois – Transportation

http://www.dot.state.il.us/
Illinois – Commerce

http://www.commerce.state.il.us/
Illinois – Civil War

http://www.illinoiscivilwar.org/
Illinois Women

http://www.rsa.lib.il.us/~ilwomen/welcome.html
Find it! Illinois

http://findit.sos.state.il.us/
Yahoo – Illinois

http://dir.yahoo.com/Regional/U_S__States/Illinois/
Discover Illinois

http://www.state.il.us/kids/learn/
Illinois Links

http://www.outfitters.com/illinois/
Illinois History Page

http://alexia.lis.uiuc.edu/~sorensen/hist.html
Illinois State Historical Society

http://www.prairienet.org/ishs/
Illinois Department of Agriculture

http://www.agr.state.il.us/
Illinois Corn

http://www.ilcorn.org/
Illinois State Parks

http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/parks/
Illinois Prairies

http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu/~kenr/tallgrass.html
Illinois Plants

http://bestplants.chicago-botanic.org/
Illinois Travel

http://www.excite.com/travel/countries/united_states/illinois/chicago.html
Illinois Travel

http://www.gorp.com/gorp/location/il/il.htm
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	Appearance
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The words on my slides are easy to read.
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The words on my slides are spelled correctly.
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Titles and headings are easy to read.
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The pictures on my slides are easy to see.
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The pictures are related to the information on the slide.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Media
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I used my own art.
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I used other people's art.
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I named the artists if I used other people's art.
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I used photographs.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Organization
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I made an outline, idea map, or storyboard to organize my thoughts.
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I included a meaningful title.
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I included my name and the names of people in my group.
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My presentation explained my topic clearly.
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I organized my ideas so they made sense to others.
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I included interesting or exciting information.
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I used pictures or sounds to make the presentation more interesting.
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I included a list of the things I used to find information.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Preparation
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I planned my time wisely.
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I stated my plan for the project clearly.
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I made a list of materials I would need for the project.
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I knew what I had to find, make, or do before I began.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Resources
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I used newspapers or magazines to find information.
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I used books, encyclopedias or textbooks to find information.
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I used the Internet or a CD-ROM to find information.
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I watched videos or television to find information.
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I looked at drawings or paintings to find information.
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I made a list of things I planned to use in my project.
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