James G. Blaine

Engaged Learning Lesson Plan Template

Project Title:

Rain Forest
Date:



July 23, 2001
Teacher(s):


Maureen McCarthy

Grade Levels:

Pre-K

Length of Lesson:

one week
Project Description:

During this project, students will explore life in a rain forest, with it’s great diversity of plants,   animals and resources.  

Project Goals:

Essential Question:

                                How does climate affect life?

                    Specific Questions:


What is the weather like in a rain forest?

          Where are rain forests located?

          What kinds of animals are found in the rain forest?

          What kinds of plants are found in the rain forest?

            What foods grow in the rain forest?

          What natural forces and human activities      impact the rain forest?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
                        Pre-Kindergarten
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Unit Prerequisites:

·  Listen to stories read aloud

· Read the story aloud and answer comprehension questions about the story 

· Identify several animals

· Distinguish between trees, plants and flowers

Performance Task:

Task:  

Take the role of an animal found in the rain forest.  Tell why your home is so important and should not be destroyed by loggers.  

Access:

· Listen to stories read aloud about the rain forest.

· Look at rain forest inhabitants through photographs in books, magazines and posters.  

· Taste foods produced in the rain forests.

· Observe pictures of rain forest plants and animals.

· Brainstorm facts you already know about the rain forest   to start a KWL chart.  

Interpret:

· Categorize animals by the layer of the rain forest in which they reside. 

· Compare our climate to that of the rain forest.

· Contrast the rain forest environment to that of the polar regions.

· List animals and plants that rely on the rain forest.

Produce:

· Paint a mural of the rain forest.  

· Create a diorama of the rain forest environment.

· Build a rain forest using play dough, model magic or paper. 

· Create a web of rain forest animals.

· Create a drawing of an animal found in the rain forest.

· Create a recipe for Rain Forest Mix.

Communicate:

· Act out the story of The Great Kapok Tree.

· Describe the environment of the rain forest through sights and sounds.

· Share your favorite animal and tell why.

· Present your drawing to the class

Evaluate:

· Check to see of students can identify at least three rain forest animals.

· Check to see if students can accurately describe the environment of the rain forest.

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Science

	11.A.1,2; B.2; C.1,2
	Teacher Observation

Checklist

Rubric

	12.A. 1-4; B.3; E.1
	Teacher Observation

Checklist

Rubric

	13.B.1,2
	Teacher Observation

Checklist

Rubric


Resources:

· http://www.ran.org/kids_action/index.html
· http://www.plainfield.k12.in.us/hschool/webq/webq3/rain.htm


PBS Science In The Rainforest 

Vanishing Rainforests 

Kids' Action: Rainforest Animals 



Kids Quest 

ZooNet 

                            http://www.ran.org/kids_action/index.html
