BLAINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Engaged Learning Lesson Plan 

Project Title:
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Date:


July 23, 2001

Teacher(s):

Grace M. David

Grade Levels:
1

Length of Lesson:

3 weeks
Project Description:   

Students often wonder why nothing grows when they plant seeds.                        To address their curiosity, we will travel on the highway of life from seed to plant. Students will examine seeds, plant seeds, and observe the stages of growth. They will gain an understanding of the lifecycle of plants.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


What makes living things grow? 

Specific Questions:

· Where does a seed come from?

· What do seeds need to grow?

· Will a seed sprout if placed in a refrigerator?

· Will a seed sprout if placed in a warm, dark closet?

· How does fruit grow on a tree?

· Does all fruit grow on trees?

· Why do we need plants?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Grade Level: 1

                     Science

SG 11



CAS A


CFS 1,2,3





         B


1,2,4,5,6,7

SG 12



CAS A


CFS 1,2,3





         B


         3,4

Lang. Arts

SG 4



CAS B


CFS 1,2

Unit Prerequisites:

-     possess a general understanding of lifecycles

-     listen attentively and answer comprehension questions

· share brief oral presentations

Performance Task:

Task:

You are botanists assigned the job of teaching students and parents about the lifecycle of a plant.  You will plant seeds and follow the stages of growth. You will share your plants and information in a presentation for other students and parents. 

Access:

· Examine and investigate seeds before and after soaking in water overnight.

· Research seeds and plants.

Interpret:

· Compare and critique growth of seedlings.

· Interpret and evaluate finished products.

Produce:

· Draw the parts of a plant.

· Create a deck of cards illustrating various trees found in Chicago.  Take a walk in the neighborhood and match trees found to appropriate cards.

· Make Styrofoam leaf prints. Using paint and a large canvas, print leaves.

· After observing various growing conditions, write about observations.

Communicate:

· Choose a seed and persuade other students that your seed is best to plant in this climate.

· Perform a play, “The Seven Little Seeds,” for parents to see.

· Share information gained through study of this unit.

· Display mural of leaf prints at Art Fair.

Evaluate:

· Assess understanding of the unit using a rubric.

· Critique finished projects using a checklist.

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Science
	

	11.A.1, 2,3
	Teacher observation

	11.B.1, 2,4,5,6,7
	Rubric for oral presentation

	12.A.1, 2,3
	Make lifecycle web

	12.B.3, 4
	Rubric for oral presentation

	Lang. Arts
	

	4.B.1, 2
	Rubric for oral presentation


Resources:

The growing Science center

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/kindergarden/Child/school/growlab.htm
Plant games

http://www.quia.com/jg/145990.html
Teacher Name:
Student Name:_____________________________    Reviewer Name: ___________________________ 

Date: _________________ 

Project: Plants
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I helped my group members.
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I shared things with all group members.
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I worked well with other students.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Following Directions
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I did what my teacher asked.
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I did things in the right order.
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I finished all of the steps.
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I cleaned up my mess when I was done.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Observations
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I wrote down what I saw.
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I drew what I saw.
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I talked about what I saw.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Safety
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I did not horse around or roughhouse.
	

	 
	 
	[image: image12.wmf]g

f

e

d

c

I cleaned up any mess I made.
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