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Project Description:  

In March 2000 the Federal government mandated the Census Bureau to conduct the decade survey of the population of the United States. Information was collected about income, poverty, genealogy, housing, economic factors, and ethnicity.  Parents and guardians were required to complete the Census questionnaires to ensure 100 percent participation in Census 2000. Students will illustrate the 2000 Census results using graphs and spreadsheets. They will produce a PowerPoint presentation showing the results of their analysis.

Project Goals:

Essential Question

How can illustrations enhance understanding?

Specific Questions:

1. What changes in population, income, poverty, genealogy, housing, and economic factors are illustrated when comparing the 1990 census with the 2000 census?

2. How can you illustrate the results of the surveys?

3. What kind of graphs will best illustrate the results of your investigation?

4. What is the impact of the changes reflected in the census results?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Math
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Unit Prerequisites:

· Access web sites and be able to navigate around the World Wide Web

· Knowledge of statistics and date interpretation

· Construction of graphs and tables

· Produce a simple Power Point presentation

Performance Task:

Task:  

Students will work in groups of four taking on the roles

of  Statisticians  for the US Census Bureau gathering statistics on population growth changes, income, poverty, genealogy, housing, living conditions, and ethnicity. Students will develop surveys that will ease the gathering and compilation of information. Using this information, students will design graphs and spreadsheets that illustrate trends in American society.

Access: 

· Explore and gather information from the US Census website

· Read and search for information about the     census

· Survey family members

· Ask family members what they know about the Census Bureau

Interpret:

· Analyze the importance of census taking

· Interpret and organize the data from the census

· Organize and contrast information from a spreadsheet

Produce:

· Write a survey to gather the data needed for the graph/spreadsheet

· Construct a graph/spreadsheet with the information gathered from the survey

· Produce a Power Point presentation showing the results

Communicate:

· Present your finding about the survey to the class

· Report and explain to the class your graph/spreadsheet

· Build a display and share with the school and community your findings

· Publish your project in the school newspaper/newsletter

Evaluate:

· Critique and assess groups presentation in cooperative groups

· Check the groups graphs/spreadsheet before they report to the class

· Judge and value the quality of the groups presentation 

· Judge the effectiveness of the displays

Performance Assessment Plan: 

· Graphs/spreadsheets produced by the groups will be scored with self-assessment in cooperative groups

· Group presentations will be assessed using a checklist

· Final display will be evaluated by the students, parents, and the community members using a teacher made checklist

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Math
	

	10.A.1-2/B.1-4 
	Self-assessment cooperative groups and checklist for presentations and display of graphs/spreadsheets

	Language Arts
	

	5.A.3,4,5-8,9
	Self-assessment cooperative groups and checklist for presentations and display of graphs/spreadsheets

	Social Studies
	

	16.A.1
	Self-assessment cooperative groups and checklist for presentations and display of graphs/spreadsheets


Resources:

· Sports Night (statistics)

http://www.nku.edu/~amburgey/SportsNight.htm
· The Titanic  

(Spreadsheets & tables, database & gathering information)

http://asterix.ednet.lsu.edu/~edtech/webquest/titanic.html
· Student Public Opinion (poll, surveys)

http://www.personal.psu.edu/faculty/j/x/jxz8/Student_Webquests/Lindholm/questA.htm
· Popular Census Bureau Websites

http://msn.directhit.com/msn/search.php?cmd=qry&qry=censusbureau
· Census Activities

http://www.sbgmath.com/gr5/501p008/501p        08_preinx.html
	Mr. Garcia 
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	Content
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I used words that the audience could understand.
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My vocabulary was strong and unambiguous.
	

	 
	 
	[image: image3.wmf]

g

f

e

d

c

I used supportive details.
	

	 
	 
	[image: image4.wmf]g

f

e

d

c

The information I gave was valuable.
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I stayed focused; I did not stray off my topic.
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I presented information that others didn't know.
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I was able to answer questions from the audience.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Delivery
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I used standard grammar.
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I maintained good posture.
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I maintained eye-contact most of the time.
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I spoke to the entire audience, not just one or two people.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Organization
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The audience could predict the presentation's basic       structure from the introduction.
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I organized ideas in a meaningful way.
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My topic was stated clearly in the introduction.
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My introduction included a statement of the main points.
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My introduction was clear and easy to understand.
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I included necessary background information.
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The body or the presentation contained support for the main points.
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I used helpful transitions between main points (e.g., "First of all...," or "Similarly...."
	

	 
	 
	[image: image20.wmf]g

f

e

d

c

Ideas flowed logically from one point to the next.
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My presentation had a strong conclusion.
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The conclusion had a clear call to action or belief.
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The conclusion summarized what I thought about the topic.
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The audience could distinguish the introduction, body and conclusion.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Presentation Aids
	 
	[image: image25.wmf]g

f

e

d

c

Presentation aids were used during the speech.
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Presentation aids were relevant to the topic.
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Presentation aids enhanced the speech or helped people remember the main points.
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Visual aids were easy to read or see.
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Handouts and/or visual aids contained no spelling or grammar errors.
	

	 
	 
	
	

	


	Resources
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I used credible Internet resources.
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I used interviews with others as a resource.
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I put things in my own words.
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