Blaine Elementary School

Engaged Learning Lesson Plan 

Project Title:

Create a biome vacation

Date:



July 23, 2001
Teacher(s):


Jen Harwig

Grade Levels:

5

Length of Lesson:

3 weeks

Project Description:

You have just finished college and gotten your first job as a travel consultant at Blaine’s Travel Agency.  Business has been really slow and they are counting on you to help them bring in more business.  Your boss has agreed to send you to any biome you want in order for you to do some research on the biomes’ plants, animals and climates.  You will then have to create a PowerPoint presentation of the information you collect to be presented to the board of directors of your travel agency when you arrive home.  When all goes well with the board,  you will also be responsible for creating the ideal vacation brochure for the city/country of your choice you researched from your biome.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


How do biomes impact life?

Specific Questions:

· What kinds of adaptations have animals and plants had to make in order to survive in that environment?

· How does climate affect the region?

· Where in the world are these regions located?

· How does the plant life in this region affect the animals?

· How does soil composition affect the region?

· Why are some animals only found in certain areas?

· What kind of vegetation grows in each region?

· How does the vegetation affect what animals can exist in the region?

· Why is there such a variety of biomes in the world?

· How does altitude affect the flora and fauna?

· How do all these factors: soil, plants/animals, climate, affect the city/country you chose for your travel brochure?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
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Unit Perquisites:

· Ability to surf the internet for information 

· A basic understanding of PowerPoint

Performance Task:

Task:

· Research their biome using a variety of resources

· Gather appropriate information about their particular biome

· Create a PowerPoint presentation with group on specific biome utilizing information on flora/fauna, climate, weather patterns, landforms, and geographic location to lure tourists to this location

· Create a travel brochure for their ideal biome destination

Access:

· Fact-find specific information about a particular biome

· Explore the internet to find information

· Gather appropriate information 

· Research cities or countries within the biome and chose one to focus on for the brochure

Interpret:

· Combine research together with other group members

· Decide on relevant information to include in their report

· Organize responsibility for group parts in PowerPoint and oral presentation

· Decide which elements of the city/country to focus on for the brochure

Produce:

· Create a PowerPoint presentation for class including the previously mentioned components

· Compose the individual PowerPoint slides

· Plan oral report to be shared with class 

· Create a travel brochure to advertise their specific city/country using all they have learned about it from their research

Communicate:

· Present the PowerPoint project to the class

· Express orally the important ideas to convey to the class about climate, flora/fauna, etc.

Evaluate:

· Assess knowledge gained from this project through various methods of assessment

· Evaluate each groups’ presentation 

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Science
	

	S.G 12, CAS B, CSF 1
	Teacher observations, Media rubric,

Teacher made test, group interaction, content specific questions

	Language Arts
	

	S.G 3, CAS C, CFS 4
	Brochure Rubric

	S.G. 5, CAS A, CFS 1
	Brochure Rubric

	S.G 4, CAS C, CFS 1
	Oral Report Rubric

Teacher Observations


Resources:

	Who

People
	Where

The world


	When
	What

Biomes

Animals

Plants

Deserts

Taiga

Tundra

Grasslands

Rainforests

Temperate Deciduous Forests

Marine

Climate

Elevation


Biomes of the world http://www.snowcrest.net/geography/slides/biomes/index.html
Biomes http://ths.sps.lane.edu/biomes/index1.html
Biomes of the World http://redbaron.bishops.ntc.nf.ca/wells/biomes/index.htm
Info on biomes http://mbgnet.mobot.org/sets/index.htm
Biomes Game http://www.quia.com/jg/146069.html
Habitats http://www.zoomschool.com/biomes/
Cyber Zoo http://lsb.syr.edu/projects/cyberzoo/biome.html
Tour of Biomes http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/msese/earthsysflr/biomes.html
The worlds’ biomes http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/glossary/gloss5/biome/index.html
Ecosystems http://www.kapili.com/e/ecology.html
Tundra http://www.brainpop.com/science/ecology/tundra/
http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/glossary/gloss5/biome/tundra.html
http://www.runet.edu/~swoodwar/CLASSES/GEOG235/biomes/tundra/tundra.html
http://www.snowcrest.net/geography/slides/biomes/tundra.htm
http://estes.on-line.com/wildwatch/tundra.html
http://hermes.ecn.purdue.edu:8001/http_dir/ced/ccw/crc/agen521/agen521/Lessons/Wetlands/tundra.html
Rainforests http://www.ran.org/index.php
http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/index.html
http://www.kiddyhouse.com/Rainforest/
http://students.resa.net/stoutcomputerclass/cpForest.htm
http://www.richmond.edu/~ed344/webunits/biomes/biomes.html
Desert http://abcteach.com/Desert/desertTOC.htm
http://www.desertmuseum.org/
http://www.nps.gov/deva/
http://www.desertusa.com/desert.html
http://www.urich.edu/~ed344/webunits/biomes/desert.html
Grasslands http://www.npsc.nbs.gov/
http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu/~kenr/tallgrass.html
Forests http://www.thinkquest.org/library/lib/site_sum_outside.html?tname=17456&url=17456/
http://www.fs.fed.us/links/nfs.html
Bottom of Form

	Making A Brochure: Traveling to Different Biomes

Teacher name: Miss Harwig

Student Name ___________________


	CATEGORY 
	Excellent 
	Good 
	Satisfactory 
	Needs Improvement 

	Content - Accuracy 
	All facts in the brochure are accurate. 
	99-90% of the facts in the brochure are accurate. 
	89-80% of the facts in the brochure are accurate. 
	Fewer than 80% of the facts in the brochure are accurate. 

	Attractiveness & Organization 
	The brochure has exceptionally attractive formatting and well-organized information. 
	The brochure has attractive formatting and well-organized information. 
	The brochure has well organized information. 
	The brochure's formatting and organization of material are confusing to the reader. 

	Spelling & Proofreading 
	No spelling errors remain after one person other than the typist reads and corrects the brochure. 
	No more than 1 spelling error remains after one person other than the typist reads and corrects the brochure. 
	No more than 3 spelling errors remain after one person other than the typist reads and corrects the brochure. 
	Several spelling errors in the brochure. 

	Knowledge Gained 
	All students in the group can accurately answer all questions related to facts in the brochure and to technical processes used to create the brochure. 
	All students in the group can accurately answer most questions related to facts in the brochure and to technical processes used to create the brochure. 
	Most students in the group can accurately answer most questions related to facts in the brochure and to technical processes used to create the brochure. 
	Several students in the group appear to have little knowledge about the facts or technical processes used in the brochure. 

	Sources 
	Careful and accurate records are kept to document the source of 95-100% of the facts and graphics in the brochure. 
	Careful and accurate records are kept to document the source of 94-85% of the facts and graphics in the brochure. 
	Careful and accurate records are kept to document the source of 84-75% of the facts and graphics in the brochure. 
	Sources are not documented accurately or are not kept on many facts and graphics. 


