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Project Description:


Learning about animals is an important theme covered in second grade.  Students are reading a variety of material, both fact and fiction covering the topic of animals.  In this project the students will learn how scientists classify animals, specific characteristics of animals, what animals need to survive and reproduce and what factors in the environment affect their growth and development.

Rogers School has received a grant to create a zoo in the park. Students will take on the role of a Zookeeper at the new Rogers Park Zoo.    Students are responsible for creating a habitat for one animal at the zoo in which the animal would thrive and reproduce.
Project Goals:

Essential Question:


How does environment affect organisms?

Specific Questions:

What are the relationships between animals and their environment?

What is a biome?

How does the biome and the environment affect the specific habitat?

What do animals need to live?

What factors influence animal growth and development?

What factors would lead to animal extinction?

How do scientists sort animals into categories?
Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Grade 2:

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

11




A


8

12
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12




B


1,2,3,4,5,6,7

 4




C


2,4,8

 5




A


2,4,8

Unit Perquisites:

· Students will have a basic understanding of how to use a web site on the internet

· Students will be to create a slide for a power point presentation.

· Students will be able to create know a diorama of an animal habitat

· Students will be able to collect information in textbooks and trade books available in the classroom.  

Performance Task:

Task:

· Rogers School has received a grant to create a zoo in the park.  Your class has been chosen to create the zoo.  You are responsible for creating a habitat for one animal in the zoo.  You must make sure that your animal has the proper environment to allow it to thrive and reproduce.

You will present your dioramas, written documentation, and pictures of your habitat to the state grant board for approval.

Access:

· Reflect about what you know and want to know about animals (KWL)

· Read a variety of books about animals and animal habitats

· Investigate different habitats at various zoos noting the characteristics of each.

· Investigate and classify the animals into the different habitats.

· Study a variety of pictures of animals

· Gather specific information on animals you find interesting.

Interpret:

· Utilize web sites for research

· Determine the characteristics needed to place an animal into a particular grouping: mammal, reptile, amphibian, bird, or fish.

· Compare and contrast animal habitats at various zoos

· Decide which animal you want to gather information on.

Produce:

· Make a list that describes different habitats

· Make a list of animals in the habitat

· Write a list of five facts about the animal you have chosen

· Draw a colorful picture depicting your animal in its new zoo habitat for your presentation.  Make sure your animal is shown in a habitat that is appropriate for your animal.

· Create diorama showing the necessary elements present in your zoo habitat.

Communicate:

· Present your animal habitat to the state grant board stating your five animal facts and describing the habitat where your animal will live.  Make sure to include the scientific category your animal is in.

Evaluate:

· Assess the quality of your presentation and display

· Judge the quality of your diorama

· Assess your ability to orally present your animal information

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tools

	Science

	11A8/12A3,4/

12B1,2,3,4,5,6,7
	Project Check list

	Language Arts

	4C2,4,8/5C2,4,5,8


	Presentation rubric, checklist, and self-evaluation

Teacher observation


Resources:

Web Resources

Web Quest

http://www.bsw.primetap.com/Zoo.html
http://www.geocities.com/mrsevon/webquest.html
Animal Facts

http://www.seaworld.org/animal_bytes/animal_bytes.html
http://www.fonz.org/animals/animalfacts.htm
http://kidsgowild.com/af-animalfacts.html
http://www.whaletimes.org/whafshn.htm
Animal Habitats

http://www.panda.org/kids/wildlife/idxtrpmn.htm
http://tqjunior.thinkquest.org/3500/animals.htm
http://www.panda.org/kids/wildlife/idxpolmn.htm
http://www.desertusa.com/life.html
http://panda.org/kids/wildlife/mndesert.htm
http://www.panda.org/kids/wildlife/idxgrsmn.htm
http://www.panda.org/kids/wildlife/idxocmn.htm
http://www.panda.org/kids/wildlife/idxiwmn.htm
http://www.panda.org/kids/wildlife/mnmntain.htm
Zoo Habitats

http://library.thinkquest.org/11922/habitats/habitats.htm
http://m237.arc.leon.k12.fl.us/~beck/gap/studentmodels.html
http://www.denverzoo.org/vr/maps/photo.html
http://www.louisvillezoo.org/info.htm
http://www.colszoo.org/visitorinfo/inform.html#map
