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Engaged Learning Lesson Plan Template

Project Title:

Plants

Date:



August 2001
Teacher(s):


Jan Curtiss

Grade Levels:

Primary Special Education

Length of Lesson:

2 –4 wks.

Project Description:

Students are always curious about why some plants live and others die. We will study how healthy plants grow and prosper and why other plants wither and die. Through observation, research and hands-on activities, students will gain an understanding about what is needed for optimal growth and survival. 

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


What makes living things survive?

Specific Questions:

1. Does location impact survival?

2. Does food supply impact survival?

3. Does climate impact survival?

4. How do living things adapt to their environment?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
<Grade Level>:

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

STATE GOAL 11: 

A


         1,3,8





B


        1,2,5,7

STATE GOAL 12: 
             A                                          1,3

                                                 B                                           3,6

Unit Prerequisites:

·  Students will have a general understanding of the difference between living and non-living things.

· Students will be able to verbalize/brainstorm what all living things need in order to survive.

· Students will have some knowledge of using the computer to access information.

· Students will be familiar with writing journal entries.

Performance Task:

Task:

The Chicago Botanical Gardens has hired you as a botanist to determine what makes plants survive. Each group will begin with a healthy plant. You will put your plants in specific places in the classroom.  One will be placed in a dark place, one on a windowsill with light and water, and one in a light place with no water.  You will write in your journal each day and include a small drawing of your plants as they appear throughout the week.  At the conclusion, each group of ‘botanists’ will report their findings to the Botanical Society.

Access:

· Research using web sites

· Research using books & pictures about plants

· Observe a healthy plant

Interpret:

· Compare and contrast healthy and dying plant

· Decide why one plant is healthy, the other dying

Produce:

· Work out in groups where you will place your plant

· Draw and note in your journal how plant looks on each day

· Write in your journal each day and compose drawing and entry for a 2 week period

Communicate:

· Show plant and discuss findings

· Explain to class what your group’s plant might need

· Share learnings

Evaluate:

· Critique findings

· Assess what plants need for survival

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Science
	

	11. A 1,3,8     B. 1,2,5,7
	Content-specific rubric, group work, check list, teacher observation

	12.  A 1,3       B.  3,6
	Content-specific rubric, group work, check list, teacher observation


Resources:

Rubric Site

http://www.teach-nology.com
Plant Project Rubric

http://www.teach-nology.com/cgi-bin/project_rub.cgi
Checklist site

http://pblchecklist.4teachers.org/
Project Checklist

http://pblchecklist.4teachers.org/view.php3?id=15346
Ganeri, Anita.  Nature Detective – Plants.  New York:  Franklin Watts, 1992.

Gibbons, Gail. From Seed to Plant.  New York:  Holiday House, 1991.
Janulewicz, Mike.  Plants.  New York:  Gloucester Press, 1984.

Johnson, Sylvia A.  How Leaves Change.  Minneapolis:   Lerner Publications, 1986.
Webster, Vera R.  Plant Experiments.   Chicago:  Children’s Press, 1982.

Plant game

http://www.quia.com/jg/147884.html
Do Plants need sunlight lesson

http://www.eecs.umich.edu/~coalitn/sciedoutreach/funexperiments/agesubject/lessons/sunlight.html
Taproot Experiment

http://www.eecs.umich.edu/~coalitn/sciedoutreach/funexperiments/agesubject/lessons/taproot.html
Plant adaptation

http://mbgnet.mobot.org/sets/rforest/plants/index.htm
Seed Mystery

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/seedmystery.htm
Life cycles: Apple tree

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/profbooks/applelife.htm
Autumn Leaves Curriculum

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/profbooks/sc971010a.htm
Greens from Beans

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/greenbeans.htm
Seasons-Theme unit

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/k_2theme/tguidenov00.htm
Polluted Soil-lesson

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/pollutedsoil.htm
Primary Poetry

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/plibapr.htm
Field Trip:  Fall Foliage

http://teacher.scholastic.com/fieldtrp/science/fallfoli.htm
Venn Diagram – see Plant & Animal Differences

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/reproducibles/sc970818a.htm
Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
