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Project Description:

The bald eagle, which is the symbol of the United States of America, was brought back from the brink of extinction. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is currently proposing to remove the bald eagle from its endangered and threatened species list after 34 years. This proposal would reclassify the bald eagle as recovered. Many factors have contributed to the success of the bald eagle. Students will research various endangered species and learn about different conservation measures.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


Why is it necessary to maintain the balance of life?

Specific Questions:

1. Why are all species important to the ecosystem?

2. Why must we preserve the ecosystem?

3. What causes animals to become endangered?

4. What measures are being taken to ensure the survival of all species?

5. How successful are these measures in ensuring the survival of the species?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Grade Level: 8

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

Language Arts:

    STATE GOAL 1: 

    A



4

    STATE GOAL 3: 

    B



2-4

Science:

    STATE GOAL 13: 
    A



1, 7

Unit Prerequisites:

· Students have technology skills that include Internet searching, word processing, and working with graphics

· Students have been introduced to organizational software such as Inspiration and desktop publishing software

Performance Task:

Task: 

As Congress considers abolishing the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service needs information to encourage Congress to support the continuation of the ESA. The FWS is requesting your assistance in gathering data. Your assignment will be that of an environmental journalist. Together with three other journalists you will be responsible for researching information on endangered species. The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service is interested in the reasons for endangerment, the success of current conservation measures, and recommendations for the future. You are responsible for publishing a newsletter with this information including an editorial stating your group’s views on this important issue. 

Access:

· Research and examine information online

· Gather information from print media

· Elicit information from experts via mail or e-mail 

· Access congressman’s voting records on this issue

Interpret:

· Evaluate information for accuracy and bias

· Organize your ideas using Inspiration

Produce:

· Compose well organized, focused articles

· Write an editorial explaining your point of view

· Draw an editorial cartoon 

· Publish a newsletter using desktop publishing software

Communicate:

· Discuss your findings and recommendations within your group

· Present your newsletter to the class

· Share your findings and recommendations with the FWS

· Mail or e-mail your findings and recommendations to your congressman

Evaluate:

· Assess your progress using checklists

· Self–evaluate your contribution within the group

· Evaluate and critique peer presentations

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Language Arts
	

	1.A.4
	Brainstorming, group work and research checklists, teacher observation

	3.B.2-4
	Writing project rubric, final project checklist, teacher observation

	Science
	

	13.A.1,7
	Published newsletter, editorial, cartoon, checklists, teacher observations


Resources:


· See Checklists

http://www.4teachers.org/projectbased
· See Rubric

http://www.school.discovery.com/schrockguide/assess.html
United States Fish and Wildlife Service



http://endangered.fws.gov


http://endangered.fws.gov/kids


http://endangered.fws.gov/wildlife.html
National Wildlife Federation



http://www.nwf.org/wildalive
http://www.nwf.org/kids/cooltours.html
American Zoo & Aquarium Association Species Survival Plan



http://www.aza.org/programs/ssp


Bagheera



http://www.bagheera.com/inthewild/vanishing.htm


Endangered Animal Math Hunt


          http://teacher.scholastic.com/mathhunt/StartGame.asp?QuizID=4


EE Link Endangered Species



http://eelink.net/EndSpp
Enchanted Learning



http://www.enchantedlearning.com


EndangeredSpecie



http://www.endangeredspecie.com/


Gander Academy



http://www.stemnet.nf.ca/CITE/endangered.htm

National Marine Fisheries Services



http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/endangered.htm
Quia Endangered Species



http://www.quia.com/jg/147875.html


Sea World



http://www.seaworld.org/infobook.html
ThinkQuest ES2000



http://library.thinkquest.org/25014/english.index.shtml


Wild Animal Fact Sheets



http://www.kidsplanet.org/factsheets/map.html


World Wildlife Fund



http://www.worldwildlife.org/species/species.cfm


Zoonet



http://www.zoonet.org/zoolinks.htm
Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:

