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Project Description:

Shelters are important.  Shelters are different. Where one lives and what one does, affects the type of shelter used. Students research the importance of shelters, the reasons shelters are different and what determines the type of shelters that are best. Students explore possible shelters of the future, considering the factors discovered in this project. 

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


How does lifestyle determine shelter?


Specific Questions:

1. How does geography impact type of shelters?

2. How does lifestyle affect type of shelters?

3. In what ways does economy affect type of shelters?

4. What other factors influence the shelters of a region?

5. What influences the shelters of tomorrow?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
K-8 Social Studies

State Goal #
15

CAS letter
A

CSF #1,2

K-8 Language Arts

State Goal #5

CAS letter A

CSF# 3,4,5

Unit Prerequisites: 

· Students can search on Internet, cut, copy and paste information and images.

·  Students are familiar with various types of houses in different parts of the world.

· Students have been introduced to Simm City software for future competition purposes.

Performance Task: As architects, you are to use technology to design, construct and present a model of the shelter you have created. NASA has requested that your group help with the population problems of the world. You are to come up with a futuristic shelter that will address these problems, especially, space, energy, population and lack of materials.

Access:

· Research the various homes of the world

· Research space shelters (Space Labs)

· Gather information about architecture and its implementations

Interpret:

· Assess and apply architecture designs to use in your shelter

· Imagine what your shelter will look like, where it is located, materials used, space provided and energy supplied

· Decide on your design and organize your ideas on a software program, such as Inspiration.

Produce:

· Design your shelter, using technology

· Using a authoring program, write descriptions of the location, use of space, the energy space, materials used and the population that will use the shelter

· Produce a PowerPoint presentation of your creation

Communicate:

· Video conference with NASA, use your PowerPoint presentation to present and persuade them of your creation

· Plan B – Copy PowerPoint presentation and send to NASA   
· Plan C – Contact NASA about a possible visit to the classroom to view presentations

· Plan D – Video tape your presentation, copy onto CD and send to NASA

Evaluate:

· Judge and critique peer presentations

· Parent/family member critiques of presentation

· Using critiques make changes to improve design of shelter and presentation

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Science
	

	15.A.1, 2
	Content-specific rubric, group work checklist, teacher observation

	Language Arts
	

	5.A.3, 4,5,
	Content-specific rubric, group work checklist, teacher observation, Match game


Resources:

*See Rubric
* See Checklist
Match Game:   

http://www.quia.com/jg/147882.html
Houses and Homes-5th Grade

http://www.schools.ash.org.au/elanorah/homes.htm 

Stilt Houses

http://members.nbci.com/michie/png/stilt.html
House (architecture)

http://encarta.msn.com/find/Concise.asp?z=1&pg=2&ti=761568207
Architecture in Education

http://www.whyy.org/aie/page2.html
Built in America

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/hhhtml/hhhome.html
Architecture Through the Ages

http://library.thinkquest.org/10098/?tqskip=1
Homes and Others Dwellings- Primary

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/themes/homes.shtml
Learning about the Built Environment
http://www.whyy.org/aie/new-stuff/getting-started.html
International Space Station Alpha
http://www.fi.edu/inquirer/alpha.html
Skylab
http://spacelink.nasa.gov/NASA.Projects/Human.Exploration.and.Development.of.Space/Human.Space.Flight/Skylab/
Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
