Walt Disney Magnet School

Engaged Learning Lesson Plan Template

Project Title:

Biography of a Frog
Date:



August 7, 2001
Teacher(s):


Mark Gruntzel

Grade Levels:

1

Length of Lesson:

Two weeks 

Project Description:

Oceans, ponds, lakes, and water have fascinated children for thousands of years.  Children are able to spend hours exploring natures use of water. One facet students are fascinated by is the living creatures residing in these habitats. From the beginning as tadpoles to the adult life as frogs, they have very interesting lifestyles that keep children entertained. Children will create an aquarium depicting the habitat of a frog using the knowledge they have gained from field trips, class speakers, stories, and research.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


 What Determines Lifestyles?

Specific Questions:

1. What areas of the world do you find frogs?

2. What are the common characteristics of these areas?

3. What are common plants found in these habitats?

4. What other animals are found in these habitats?

5. What are food sources in these habitats?

6. What must be done to maintain these habitats?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
First: Science
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Unit Prerequisites:

Performance Task:

Task:

· You and a partner have been asked by the Lincoln Park Zoo to create a frog habitat in the amphibian house at the zoo.  You will need to design a frog habitat that is healthy, safe, and enjoyable to both the frogs and the zoo visitors.  Your diorama should include the frogs, the living area, which includes feeding and caretaker areas, and a visitor information poster teaching the visitors about the frogs in the exhibit.  Explore classroom books, the Internet and videos to find out the needs of frogs. Reflect on your visit to the zoo and the speaker that came into class when planning your diorama.  You may use any materials available to you to construct your diorama. 

Access:

· Create and examine webs about frogs 

· Observe zoo habitats and displays on class fieldtrips.

· Listen, interview, record, and observe classroom speakers

· Investigate classroom books and student portfolios for information.

Interpret:

· Compare a frog’s natural habitat with that of a zoos habitat.

· Determine the needs of a frog to survive in a habitat.

· Decide how and what information about frogs will be presented to visitors through posters and presentations.

Produce:

· Design and construct a frog habitat in a diorama.

· Develop an informational display for visitors.

Communicate:

· Display the finished diorama in the school for other to learn from.

· Present an oral and visual presentation to our class.

Evaluate:

Evaluate projects based on the following information.

1. I tried my best on the project

2. I worked well with my partner

3. I thought the project was fun 

4. I learned new information about the topic.

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Science
	

	12.A.2
	Rubric, Checklist, Teacher Obs.

	12.A.3
	Rubric, Checklist, Teacher Obs.

	12.B.2
	Rubric, Checklist, Teacher Obs.

	12.B.5
	Rubric, Checklist, Teacher Obs


1. A rubric will be used to assess the completed diorama.

2. A rubric will be used to assess the completed informational poster.

3. A rubric will be used to assess the oral and class presentation.

4. A self-assessment rubric will be used to evaluate their behavior during the project.

Resources:

1. Classroom library: Frogs books, amphibian books, zoo books, cassette tapes, videos, field trips, and classroom speakers/.

2. Student created portfolios: webs about the frog

3. Classroom computer and the Internet.

* Virtual Frog Dissection Kit 
http://george.lbl.gov/ITG.hm.pg.docs/dissect/info. html
*The Virtual Aquarium 
http://www.tetra-fish.com/virtualaquarium.html
·  http://www.pca.state.mn.us/kids/frogsforkids.html 
· http://kiddyhouse.com/Themes/frogs/frogs.html
· http://www.geocities.com/TheTropics/1337/

· http://cgee.hamline.edu/frogs/index.html
· http://www.seagrant.wisc.edu/madisonjason10/frogs.html
· http://evolution.genetics.washington.edu/waterfrogs.html

Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
