Walt Disney Magnet

Let’s Bear Down and Solve Our Financial Problems


Project Title:

Problem Solving through 





Improving your Financial





Position.

Date:



August 7, 2001

Teacher(s):


Elizabeth Thompson

Grade Levels:

5th – 8th

Length of Lesson:

10 weeks

Project Web Site: http://TeacherWeb.com/IL/DisneyMagnet/ElizabethStanciel
Project Description:

Our economy strives on people in the financial industry making pertinent decisions about the prime interest rate and other factors that affect our economy and the international money market.  The risk factors involved in building an investment portfolio is immense. The students will learn that the quality of a decision can have a negative or positive impact on their financial future.  

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


How do we invest wisely for our future?

Specific Questions:

1. What is economics and how does this subject affect investments?

2. How do we define assets and liability?

3. Why is assets and liability important to you as a person that is maintaining a portfolio?

4. What are savings accounts, checking accounts, mutual funds, bonds, certificates of deposit, stocks, interest, trust funds, and investment portfolio?

5. How do I organize and give my portfolio a professional look?

6. How can we identify financial papers?

7. How can I keep up with what’s happening in the financial world?

8. Can we graph our financial position at any point and time?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
State Goal #


   CAS 


CSF #

                Mathematics-8th Grade

STATE GOAL 6:                  

CAS A.                           1, 2

                                                             
      CAS C.

          1, 4





     CAS B.                            1

STATE GOAL 8:

      CAS D.                            1

Unit Prerequisites:

· Students should know finance vocabulary words. 

· Students should know what a financial statements look like.

· Students should have knowledge of how complete research on the internet.

· Students would have researched financial careers by week 20.

Performance Task:

Task:
The National Business Conference have decided to have your business present, “How to Build a Successful Portfolio?” at their conference.  In this task, your team will take on the role of a stockbroker, financial planner, budget planner, cash flow manager, accountant, director of finance, or trustee. You are then expected to create and maintain a portfolio showing evidence of self-assessment, best work, and growth.  Your team will be given a specified amount of funds to create this portfolio ($200,000). You will  present your financial data and show the solvency of your business. The challenges you may encounter are becoming more familiar with the spreadsheets on Microsoft Excel, financial terminology, and learning how to create financial statements: such as cash flow statements, balance sheets, income statements, and balancing bank statements.  Resources you can depend on are internet sites, teacher lectures, newspapers and magazine business sector, as well as your text book.
Access:

· Read passages on various ways to invest.

· Examine the value of their investments on a weekly basis.

· Research the companies and different funds that they are considering making part of their portfolio.

· Question their teacher on how they would know the difference when they get a positive or negative read on their investment.

Interpret:

· Observe and analyze what’s happening in the financial industry and make transaction with their finances as they see necessary.

· Categorize their transactions as assets or liabilities.

· The team will assess individual assignments as a whole and determine how each portion will be integrated into the big picture (team meeting).

Produce:

· Build an investment portfolio.

· Create graphs to demonstrate financial position.

· Construct Financial Statements.

· Generate overheads of Financial Statements.

· Create PowerPoint to present at conference.

Communicate:

· Using overhead projector, report published financial statement to peers.

· Persuade audience that their business is solvent.

· Present PowerPoint presentation.

Evaluate:

· Test business solvency by using different investment formulas.

· Critique investment by peers.

· Judge by peers if this company is worth investing their personal funds.

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tools

	Mathematics
	

	6.A.1,2
	Checklist

	6.B,1
	Rubric-Oral Presentation

	6.C,4
	Rubric-Mathematics

	8.D,1
	Percentage/Interest Game


Resources:

*See checklist

*See Rubric

Percent & Interest Game

http://www.quia.com/jg/147874.html
Foreign Exchange Game
http://www.quia.com/jg/148157.html
Investment Questions & Games

http://kidscansave.gc.ca/E1-splash.htm
How to Manage Your Credit

http://www.learner.org/exhibits/dailymath/creditcards.html
Saving & Credits

http://www.learner.org/exhibits/dailymath/savings.html
Cashing in on Probability
http://www.learner.org/exhibits/dailymath/placebets.html
Investment Games/Learning about Personnel matters

http://www.escapefromknab.com/
U. S. Saving Bonds

http://www.publicdebt.treas.gov/sav/savkids.htm
SmartCents Youth
Start Your Own Business

http://www.themint.org/
Check List
http://4teachers.org/projectbased/
Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
