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Project Description/Mission

Students will demonstrate an understanding of similarities and differences among animals and their groupings.  Students will demonstrate their knowledge by making their own personal posters and classifying their animals.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION:
What similarities and differences do animals share?

SPECIFIC QUESTIONS:

Where can animals live?  

What are some of the sounds animals can make? 

What are foods that animals eat? What are different characteristics of animals?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards Grade 1: 
State Goal #  


CAS letter
             CSF  

Language Arts:  4                                       A                 3

Science:             12

    
         A
       3

      12




B
       2 

Performance Tasks:

TASK

You are to pretend you are a zookeeper and you are going to make an animal exhibit.  You will need to choose an animal that is a mammal.  We will work together as a class to discuss what a mammal is and brainstorm animals that fit this category.  We will be using the Internet, books from both the library and the classroom, and ideas we have brainstormed as a class together as our resources.  To make our exhibit, you will be creating your own animal poster.  You will them meet with a group and share your poster, and together you will decide the order in which you want your exhibit displayed.  You will know you are completed when your animal poster is completed and your group has put together their own animal exhibit.

ACCESS

· Brainstorm a list of animals 

· Gather information about the animals that have been listed on the chalkboard

· Locate and utilize information by writing animals information on chart paper.

INTERPRET

· Categorize information that was collected

· Compare animal characteristics

· List characteristics for each animal (Whole group project-teacher assists)
PRODUCE
· Compose a poster of the animal you have chosen

· Build an animal zoo exhibit as a presentation as a group
communicate

· Discuss animal choice you made in small groups

· Communicate in your small groups how you want your animal exhibit to look like

· Share your animal exhibit

EVALUATE

· Rate your exhibit as a group

· Judge and critique others exhibits

Performance Assessment Plan:

· Posters produced of animals

· Students will work in groups and a checklist will be used to determine group progress

· Presentations will be determined by a checklist

Resources:  

http://www.buffalostate.edu/~beaverjf/mammals/
http://www.aquatic.uoguelph.ca/mammals/books/intro/bopomain.htm
www.quia.com  Teacher created games for students










