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PROJECT DESCRIPTION/MISSION

Animals can be classified into different groups based upon physical characteristics.  One of these groups is the mammal group.  All mammals share common characteristics: they have hair on their body, they breathe air; their babies are born alive, the babies drink milk from their mothers.  First grade students will identify these mammal characteristics and compare them to five types of bears presented in class.

First grade students will explore five types of bears through class discussion, nonfiction reading, video and charts.  They will compile an individual portfolio highlighting important facts about the polar, grizzly, brown, black and panda bears.  Students will work with partners to produce a culminating diorama project depicting a bear of their choice, in it’s natural environment.  The partners will present their project to the class with an oral presentation identifying the mammal characteristics of their bear.

Essential Question:  What is a mammal?

In this unit students will learn the environment, eating habits, and life cycle and identifying characteristics of five different bears.  These facts will be recorded on class concept webs.

These webs will be displayed in the classroom as a reference tool.  Groups will answer the specific question: What is a __________ (polar) bear? 
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PERFORMANCE TASK


You and a partner are zookeepers at Lincoln Park Zoo.  A wild bear is disturbing campers at Yellowstone National Park; it is being relocated to your zoo.  You will need to design a bear habitat that is healthy, safe and enjoyable for both the bear and zoo visitors.  Your diorama should contain the bear, activity space and equipment, feeding area (with food) and a visitor information poster.  You need to remember the bear needs exercise and fun to be healthy.  Your zoo must have equipment to keep visitors safe.  Each habitat should have a sign to inform visitors about the animals.  Look at our classroom books and your bear portfolio to find information about the bear’s needs.  Think about your visits to a zoo to plan your habitat.  You may use paper, crayons, pencils and computer clip art to create your diorama.  This diorama is due on Thursday.

ACCESS

· Examine concept webs about five groups of bears.

· Observe zoo habitats and displays on class fieldtrip

· Study classroom books and student portfolios for information.

· Research zoo safety procedures.

INTERPRET

· Determine what foods the bear will eat and how they will be presented.

· Compare the bear’s natural habitat with zoo facilities.

· Decide how and what information about the bear will be presented to visitors.

PRODUCE
· Design a zoo habitat for a bear in a diorama.

· Invent materials that the bear will use to exercise and play.

· Create an informational display for visitors.

· Depict a bear in the habitat.
communicate

· Display the finished product in the school lobby.

· Present your diorama and informational display to our class.

EVALUATE

· Using a happy face scale students will evaluate themselves and the project. 

1. I tried my best on this project.

2. I worked well with my partner.

3. I thought this project was fun.

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT


· A rubric will be used to assess the completed diorama

· A rubric will be used to assess the completed informational poster

· A self-assessment rubric will be used to evaluate their behavior during the project.

RESOURCES  

· Classroom Library: bear books, mammal books, zoo books

· Student Portfolios: concept webs about each bear

· Classroom Computer: clip art program

· http://navigation.helper.realnames.com/framer/1/112/default.asp?realname=Yahoo%21&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eyahoo%2Ecom&frameid=1&providerid=112&uid=30002693









