Ebinger School

Engaged Learning Lesson Plan Template

Project Title:
   
Entering America

Date:
 


July 30, 200l

Teacher(s):


Mrs. Barnett

Grade Levels:

Grade 4 

Length of Lesson:

One Month

Project Description:

Immigrants from every corner of the globe have come to America in search of new opportunities. In the process, they have helped to make this country the rich and diverse place we know today. Students will learn the various reasons people come to America through oral and personal histories of immigrants.  Students will also discover important aspects of American immigration history by working in cooperative groups building a suitcase containing five personal possessions that they would take to America. 
Project Goals:

Essential Question:


What is an American?

Specific Questions:

1. How did immigration influence colonization and government in America?
2. Who were some of the founding fathers who helped define freedoms in the Declaration of Independence?
3. What made people settle in America?
4. What difficulties do people encounter coming into this country?
5. What contributions have immigrants made to America?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Grade Level: Fourth 
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Unit Prerequisites:

· Every student will have a general understanding of what an immigrant is.

· Students will be able to navigate around the World Wide Web with help. 

Performance Task:

Task:  

You have been hired by the Art Institute to present a picture of the life of an immigrant coming to settle in America.  The Art Institute wants you to create an exhibit of suitcases containing five precious objects that immigrants might have carried in their suitcases as they began their new life.  By taking an interactive tour of Ellis Island on the Internet, each member of your group will gather information about immigrants arriving in America for the first time.  You also will gather the whole immigration story by researching in books and by interviewing relatives who have immigrated to America.  You will learn about the challenges and opportunities that America offered.  Once you have gathered all your information, your challenge will be to design and produce a suitcase containing your five precious objects.

Access:

· Gather information from books related to immigration.

· Fact find from the tour of Ellis Island.

· Interview family members who have immigrated to this country. 

Interpret:

· Categorize and analyze the data gathered from your interviews.

· Compare and contrast the stories of the different immigrants.

· Imagine yourself as an immigrant.

· Prioritize the reasons you came to America.

Produce:

· Create an oral presentation.

· Write a passage as an immigrant.

· Draw, design, and create your suitcase and artifacts.

· Create a map displaying pictures that identify ancestral countries.

Communicate:

· Present orally your suitcases and artifacts to the class.

· Write an explanation of what you learned as an immigrant informing them what it was like to come to a new land.

· Graph immigrant history that exists in the classroom

Evaluate:

· Evaluate how each group worked together.

· Critique the quality of the presentation.

· Judge the effectiveness of the displays.

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicator
	Assessment Tool

	Social Studies
	

	16.A.1,B.1,C.1
	Teacher Observation, Checklist, Self-Assessment Rubric, Project Rubric

	17.A.1,B.1,2
	Product Rubric for Map

	Language Arts
	

	3.A.1,2,3,4, B.1,2,3,4.A.1,2,3
	Writing Rubric, Presentation Rubric


Resources:

Angel Child, Dragon Child
Michele Maria Surat
Illustrated by Vo Dinh Mai

Coming to America: The Story of Immigration 
Betsy Maestro
Illustrated by Susannah Ryan

If Your Name Was Changed at Ellis Island 
Ellen Levine
Illustrated by Wayne Parmeter

I Hate English!
Ellen Levine
Illustrated by Steve Björkman
The Memory Coat
Elvira Woodruff
Illustrated by Michael Dooling
The American Immigration Home Page

http://www.bergen.org/AAST/Projects/Immigration/
Ellis Island Web Site

http://www.internationalchannel.com/education/ellis/
Letter from Immigrants

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Forum/4074/starkege.htm
Explore Your Family History

http://www.ellisisland.org/default.asp
Alxnet Web Quiz - Immigration

http://pub.alxnet.com/quiz?id=2058532
Project Evaluation:  

1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3. What would you change?

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
