JORDAN SCHOOL

Engaged Learning Lesson Plan Template

Project Title:

Animal Helpers

Date:



July 30, 2001
Teacher(s):


Williams & Parkinson

Grade Levels:

1

Length of Lesson:

2 weeks

Project Description:

Students are often unaware of the value of farm animals.

They will learn the ways in which farm animals impact our environment and contribute to societal needs. Through role-playing and writing activities each student will convey the importance of a specific farm animal to our planet’s existence.

The students will also learn the necessity of balancing ecological needs with societal needs, so that the circle of life continues to flow.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


How are animals important to our world?

Specific Questions:

1. How are animals important to our environment?

2. What farm animals provide food for our society?

3. How do people mistreat farm animals?

4. How can we make people more sensitive to the treatment of   farm animals?

5. In what ways are farm animals like people?

6. What farm animal do you feel are important and why?

7. What is the circle of life and how do farm animals contribute to the circle of life?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Grade Level:  First

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

      3



    C



  1

      4



    B



  1

      5



    A


         2,3,5

     12


               A



  3

Unit Prerequisites:

· Draw or create a poster 

· Write complete sentences

Performance Task:

Task: 

You are producers and writers assigned to create a new children’s television show about life on a farm.  Your task is to select a cast of characters to portray real life farm workers and animals in order to educate your viewers on the daily activities that occur on a farm and the amount of work that is required to successfully manage a farm.   Your assignment is to hire a group of actors to depict the roles of farm workers, their families and the animals. Each actor will research the role they have been assigned to play and write a brief description about their character, their role and the service or product they provide.  Each actor will also be expected to design a life size poster representing his or her character.    
Access:

· Listen to big books

· Observe pictures and videos

· Read trade books

Interpret:

· Compare/Contrast animals and people

· Classify types of animal groups

· Describe the role of each individual/animal on a farm

· Analyze the meaning of the circle of life as it pertains to life on a farm

Produce:

· Write a brief description of your character

· Present a summary of the character researched

· Design a life size poster depicting your character

Communicate:

· Present your findings about your character to the group

· Present your life size poster to the class

· Share your final presentation with class and parents

Evaluate:

· Assess your effectiveness in the cooperative groups

· Analyze your written work

· Judge the overall presentation of your work

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Language Arts
	

	3. C. 1

4. B. 1

5. A. 2. 3.5
	Writing Rubric

Group Work Rubric

Teacher Observation

	SCIENCE
	

	12. A. 3
	Checklist/Teacher observation


Resources:

http://www.scholastic.com/
http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/
http://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/farmanimals/farm.htm
http://navigation.helper.rhttp://www.yahoo.com/alnames.com/framer/1/262/default.asp?realname=Yahooligans&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eyahooligans%2Ecom%2F&frameid=1&providerid=262&uid=30210577
http://www.yahoo.com/
http://www.brookfieldzoo.org/0.asp?nSection=11&pageid=&nLinkID=32&sHTTPLink=search.asp
http://navigation.helper.realnames.com/framer/1/112/default.asp?realname=Lincoln+Park+Zoo&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Elpzoo%2Ecom%2F&frameid=1&providerid=112&uid=30214065
http://www.williams-net.com/~ddbooks/bookpics.htm
http://www.ditto.com/search_results.asp?ipp=12&pr=15&ss=farm+animals&submit1=Search&ViewStyle=compact
http://www.quia.com/jg/147023.html
Project Evaluation:  
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:

