Swift Specialty School

Engaged Learning Lesson Plan Template

Project Title:

The Sun and Other Stars

Date:



June 30, 2001
Teacher(s):


Rochelle A. Herbst

Grade Levels:

Grade 2

Length of Lesson:

10 Days

Project Description:

For thousands of years people have looked to the heavens to know how to travel from place to place, when to plant their crops and when to harvest them, and how to tell the time of day or night. This unit will focus on a study of the sun and other stars. Working in groups, the students will create and present a multimedia presentation on how the sun and other stars affect our world. A final individual project for each student will be to design an original constellation and create a myth/legend about it. 
Project Goals:

Essential Question:


How do the sun and other stars affect our world?

Specific Questions:

1. What is a galaxy?

2. What is a star?

3. What is a constellation?

4. How do we use the Scientific Method to investigate a hypothesis?

5. How do myths and legends about the sun and stars influence a culture?

6. What would happen to living things on the Earth without the sun?

7. How have people throughout time used the sun and constellations?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Grade Level: 2

Language Arts:

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

1



A


1,2,3,5,8,9,10

2



A


1,3,4,6

2



B


1,2

3



A


1,2,3,5

3



B


2,5

3



C


1,2,3

4



A


2,3

5



A


2,4,8

Math:

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

6



A


6

6



B


1

6



C


1

6



D


2

Science:

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

11



A


1,4

11



B


1,2,4,5,6

11



C


1

12



F


1,2,3,4,5

Social Studies:

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

18



A


2

18



B


1,2

Unit Prerequisites:

· Students will have a basic knowledge about the nine planets in our solar system. 

· Students will be able to do research in print materials.

· Students will be able to navigate on the Internet with help.  

Performance Task:

Task:       

You are members of the Adler Planetarium team preparing a presentation for students who are seeking an answer to the question about how the sun and other stars affect our world. You will work in teams and each team member will have a specific job. The jobs are Historians, Reporters, Astronomers, Scientists, and Artists. As such you are expected to work together to gather information. As a final project you will present a multimedia presentation and be able to answer questions from your audience. An extension of this project is for each student to take on the role of an alien living on another planet outside of our solar system. You are to design an original constellation with our sun as one of the stars and create a myth/legend about it. 
Access:

· Research for information about the sun and constellations on the Internet and in reference materials
· Gather information from light and plant experiments

· Read myths and legends about the sun and constellations

Interpret:
· Compare and contrast myths/legends

· Organize and analyze information gathered from your research and experiments

· Imagine a constellation that would have our sun as one of the stars   

Produce:
· Create a multimedia presentation.  

· Design an original constellation with the sun as one of the stars and write a myth/legend about it

· Create constellation flashcards

· Create a Quia quiz on astronomy terms

Communicate:
· Present a multimedia presentation.

· Display your original constellation and explain the myth/legend that you wrote about it

· Discuss and explain the results of your experiments 

Evaluate:

· Assess the effectiveness of your multimedia presentation

· Judge the effectiveness of your constellation myth/legend display

· Critique the effectiveness of your team

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Language Arts
	

	1 A 1,2,3,5,8,9

2 A 1,3,4,6

2 B 1,2

3 A 1,2,3,5

3 B 2,5

3 C 1,2,3

4 A 2,3

5 A 2,4,8
	Content specific and writing mechanics rubric; student writing checklist; teacher observation

	Math
	

	6 A 6

6 B 1

6 C 1

6 D 2
	Content specific rubric

	Science
	

	11 A 1,4

11 B 1,2,4,5,6

11 C 1

12 F 1,2,3,4,5
	multimedia presentation rubric; student multimedia presentation checklist; content specific rubric  

	Social Studies
	

	18 A 2

18 B 1,2
	multimedia presentation rubric; student multimedia presentation checklist; teamwork rubric


Resources:

Checklist 

http://4teachers.org/projectbased/
Rubric

http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/access
Rubric 2

http://teach-nology.com
The Earth and the Sun

http://www.spa3.k12.sc.us/WebQuests/New%20Planet%20WebQuest/earth.html
Internet Field Trip

http://teacher.scholastic.com/fieldtrp/science/astro.htm
Star Journey

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/features/97/stars/
Universe Activities

http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/universe_level1/activity.html
Star Chart

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/features/97/stars/chart/index.html
Astronomy Picture of the Day

http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html
Astronomy Picture of the Day Archive

http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/archivepix.html
The Sun and Other Stars Quia Games

http://www.quia.com/jg/147032.html
Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:

