Ebinger School

Engaged Learning Lesson Plan Template

Project Title:   
Endangered Animals:  Making the Cut

Date:



July 30, 2001
Teacher(s):
 
Kathy Murphy 

          Gail Duchen

Grade Levels:

3

Length of Lesson:

5 weeks

Project Description:

We have received a “letter” from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service stating that funding for Endangered Species will be cut.  We have been asked to examine the list of endangered animals in the United States and make recommendations as to which animals should be included.  The students’ job will be to research the animals using a variety of resources and create a PowerPoint presentation with the intent of persuading others to become civic activists protecting the biodiversity of our environment.  The culminating activity will be a family night where the students present their findings and convince the audience that certain animals must remain on the Endangered Animal list.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


What is biodiversity?

Specific Questions:


What is an endangered animal?

What does an animal need to survive?

What is a predator?

How does man affect an animal’s survival?

What role does geographical location play in an animal’s existence?  

Why should we protect endangered animals?

Why do we need biodiversity?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 

3rd Grade

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

Science

12



B



2,3,4

13



B



1,2

Language Arts

3



B



1,2

4



A



2





B



1





C



1,4,5

5



A



2,3,4,7

Social Science

17



A



2





B



2

Unit Prerequisites:

· Locate information using print and nonprint resources 

· Work in cooperative groups

· Basic knowledge of how to use a computer

Performance Task:

Task:

The President has proposed budget cuts for endangered animals.  The current list has to be reviewed and recommendations must be made to Congress for continued funding. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service have asked us to act as animal advocates.  Your task is to review the endangered animal list and decide which animals should continue to be protected.  You will work in cooperative groups to investigate the reasons animals become endangered. You will present your findings to parents at Family Night and convince them that they must be civic activists forcing our Representatives and Senators to keep the selected animals on the Endangered list.

Access:

· Examine the problem

· Investigate sources to find information 

· Gather information

Interpret:

· Combine information found

· Organize and prioritize the information

· Determine solutions to the problem 

Produce:

· Develop an outline 

· Create a PowerPoint presentation to defend your position

Communicate:

· Share information 

· Discuss choices

· Debate final choices 

Evaluate:

· Evaluate presentations using a rubric

· Assess effectiveness in the cooperative groups

· Judge the effectiveness of your debate

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Science
	

	12.B.2, 3, 4  

13.B.1, 2
	Content specific rubric, checklist

	Language Arts
	

	3.B.1, 2

4.A.2; 

4.B.1; 

4.C.1, 4, 5

5.A.2, 3, 4, 7
	Writing rubric, teacher observations, presentation rubric



	Social Science
	

	17.A.2; 

17.B.2
	Map rubric


Resources:

Endangered or Extinct Critters

http://www.kidsdomain.com/kids/links/Endangered_or_Extinct_Critters.html
Bagheera-Endangered Species Classroom

http://www.bagheera.com/inthewild/classroom.htm
Endangered specie Map

http://www.endangeredspecie.com/map.htm
Yahooligans Endangered Species

http://www.yahooligans.com/Science_and_Nature/Living_Things/Animals/Endangered_Species/
ThinkQuest- Endangered Animals 

http://library.thinkquest.org/2988/e-animals.htm
ThinkQuest- Environmental Issues

http://library.thinkquest.org/2878/
Biodiversity

http://www.abi.org/inforesources.htm
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

http://www.wa.gov/wdfw/wlm/diversty/soc/concern.htm
Quia Game

http://www.quia.com/jg/147055.html
Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
