Blaine School

Engaged Learning Lesson Plan Template

Project Title:

Scientific Illustration of Birds 

Date:



July 2001
Teacher(s):


Eileen M. Day 

Grade Levels:

Pre-K - Primary 

Length of Lesson:
            One Week



Project Description:

Have you visited an art gallery or a museum and asked yourself “How did they make that picture or that exhibit?” Scientific Illustrators, Artists and Exhibit Developers worked hard to create the objects and art works that you are viewing.

When one of these people is beginning to develop a new exhibit they ask themselves a variety of questions. Some of the most important questions they would ask themselves about animals include the following: “How does that animal look”, “What are its characteristics?” and “What does its habitat look like?”.

In this project, students will become Scientific Illustrators. They will learn about birds so they can draw them. The class will work with bird cases on loan from the Field Museum, research bird species using books, software and the internet and visit the Museum to draw birds with an artist.

The culmination of their work will be to produce their own gallery using their illustrations. They will guide parents and other classrooms through their exhibits.  

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


What is a bird? 

Specific Questions:

· What do birds look like? – What are their physical characteristics and body parts?

· What do birds eat? – Are they meat-eaters or vegetarians?

· Where are birds found? – Are there birds everywhere in the world?

· Is a bird a mammal? – Are mammals and birds different?

· Do all birds fly? – Are there species of birds who cannot fly?
Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Grade Level:

State Goal #

Science 11


CAS letter –C
CFS#1



Science 12
CAS letter – A
CFS#1,2,3,4


CAS letter – B
CFS#1,2

Math 10
CAS letter – A
CFS#1,2

L. A. 1
CAS letter – D
CFS#1,2

L. A. 3
CAS letter – C
CFS#1

L. A. 4
CAS letter – A
CFS#1,2,3


CAS letter – B
CFS#1,2

L. A. 5
CAS letter – A
CFS#2




Unit Prerequisites:

· Students will have age appropriate picture books on the selected topic of birds. 

· The teacher will have secured “bird boxes” from the Harris Loan Center at the Field Museum. These will be placed in the classroom for the students to look at. This will help them in beginning to answer some of the essential question.

· The Artist in the Field will be contacted and the project will be explained.

· A reservation for the trip will be made with the museum. 

Performance Task:

Task: You are a museum illustrator and your job is to create pictures of birds for a new gallery opening. In order to perform your task you will need to know about the characteristics of birds. A good way to learn more about your subject area will be to examine “Bird Boxes” on loan from the Harris Education Center at the Field Museum. You will also be asked to listen to stories and descriptions of birds and to tell about bird species from use on your exhibit label. In order to get the most current information you will use selected websites and software.  

After your information search has been completed you will be ready to visit the Field Museum Hall of Birds to create your “Scientific Illustration”. When you arrive at the museum you will meet the Artist in the Field who will help you in the creation of your drawing. 
Access:

· Gather information about birds using a “bird fact web”.

· Read the book “Birds We Know”.

· Visit the website “Zoom Birds”.

· Fact find new information about birds and add to web.

· Examine the physical characteristics of birds.

Interpret:

· Check the “bird box” from the Field Museum for more information about these animals.

· Interpret the facts found and begin to picture the parts of a bird.

· List the body parts on a new piece of chart paper.

· Categorize vegetarians and meat eating birds.

· Decide what kind of bird you will make: flightless, big, small, meat eater etc.

Produce:

· Plan what to include in your picture.

· Make a first draft.

· Work with an artist at the museum to see how he produces his illustrations.

· Create a scientific illustration based on your visit to the Hall of Birds.

Communicate:

· Present your findings and pictures to the class.

· Publish an invitation to the “Gallery Opening”.

· Share your illustration with parents and invited classrooms.

· Reveal your favorite bird on a class graph.

Evaluate:

· Assess your own picture for important bird parts and labels.

· Plan where to hang your finished creation in your home.

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Science
	

	11.C.1
	Checklist

(see attached)

	Science
	

	12.A.1.2.3.4.
	

	Math
	

	10.A.1.2
	Observation

	Language Arts
	

	1.D.1.2
	

	3.C.1
	

	4.A.1.2.3

4.B.1.2
	Observation

	
	


Resources:

· Book – What Is A Bird? By Margaret Friskey  ISBN 0-516-01609-1

· Book – Birds by Anne Larson Hanson ISBN 1-56239-779-6

· Book – A Picture Book Of  Birds by Joanne Gise ISBN-0-8167-1898-9

· Website – Zoom Birds – http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/birds/Allaboutbirds.html
· Website – www.fieldmuseum.org.

· Website – http://4teachers.org/projectbased/ - For assessment checklist

· Software – Amazing Animals 

· Software – Pictionary

Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
