Blaine School

Engaged Learning Lesson Plan Template

Project Title:

Biography – That’s Life

Date:



July 2001
Teacher(s):


Patricia A. Dempsey
Grade Levels:

K - 8

Length of Lesson:

2 - 4 Weeks

Project Description:  

Biographies are true stories about real people. Reading a biography is a way to get to know a person and his/her accomplishments better.  Students will research and note factual information about famous people.  Students will learn the lives of others and how their lives impact us today.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:

How do books impact people and their lives? 

Specific Questions:

1. What did the person you are researching learn or practice as he/she was growing up?

2. What failures or struggles did this person have before he/she was successful?
3. What was this person’s main accomplishment?
4. What does this person’s accomplishment mean to you?  How has it affected your life?
5. How has this person’s accomplishment affected the world?
Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Grade Level: 3rd – 8th Grades

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

LANG. ARTS

5



A



1 -6

Unit Prerequisites:

· Students are expected to know the various genre types.

· Students are expected to know what a biography is and where to locate these books in the library. 

· Students are aware that all libraries, whether school or public, throughout the country use the same subject headings, making searches easier for their patrons.

Performance Task:

Task: 

Congratulations! You are officially a candidate for the upcoming Presidential election.  You will spend the next year traveling the country trying to convince voters that you are the best candidate for the presidency. A newspaper reporter wants to interview you. He will be gathering information about your background. He will want to know about your childhood, your education and your work experiences. This will be your opportunity to share with the public everything that you want the voters to know about your vision for the future. What will you share and what will the reporter write about you?

Access:

· Select and read a biography about a president.

· Look-up information in reference books.

· Search for information on the Internet.

Interpret:
· Analyze the information gathered

· Categorize and combine facts

Produce:

· Develop answers to general biographical questions

· Compose information on little known facts

· Write out statistical or other such information that might be need for the interview 

Communicate:

· Share information about the lives of presidents

· Portray a president as a real person

Evaluate:

· Use the following perspective to critique the lives of the presidents discussed: Special people are not born; they are shaped by their experiences. 

· Critique the type of questions asked by the reporter

· Evaluate the candidate’s answers 

Performance Assessment Plan:

	Performance Indicators
	Assessment Tool

	Language Arts
	

	5.A.1-6
	Written presentation and oral presentations

will be scored on a rubric.

Teacher observation.


Resources:

Quia Game

http://www.quia.com/mc/147021.html
Encarta Search Engine

http://encarta.msn.com/
White House Site

http://www.whitehouse.gov/president/
Kiko

http://www.kiko.com/index_open.jsp
Checklist

http://4teachers.org/projectbased/
Rubric 1

http://school.discovery.com/shrockguide/assess.html
Rubric 2

http://teach-nology.com
Project Evaluation:  
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:

