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Project Description:

Few people understand or know very much about slavery in the U.S. around the time of The Civil War.  This unit will help you learn more           about this time in history- its secrets, mysteries, and stories of courage and determination.  You will learn how strong the human spirit is, even though oppressed, and celebrate the people who should be proud to be descended from slave ancestors.

This unit plan will introduce the students to the history of slavery, showing them what the slaves endured and how they found the strength to survive and escape. 

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


Why did slavery last so long in the South?

Specific Questions:


Who were the people fostering slavery in the South?


Why was it important for slavery to continue?


Why did the slaves allow themselves to be enslaved?

What caused them to throw off the chains of slavery and run away toward freedom?




How did the slaves communicate when they were forbidden to congregate (meet together in groups) unless a white man was present?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
STATE GOAL 1: 

READ WITH UNDERSTANDING AND FLUENCY.

CAS A: 

Construct and extend meaning from text by synthesizing the content and ideas from literary works dealing with a specific issue or subject or written by a single author.

CFS 

Recall, paraphrase, and summarize reading material, using a variety of strategies. 

Explain and verify answers to questions about reading material. 

Use special formats (e.g., maps, charts, graphs, diagrams, globes) to gain information. 

Draw conclusions and make inferences about written text. 

Analyze and synthesize information to form opinions. 

Differentiate between statements of fact and opinion. 

Formulate questions and make predictions. 

Performance Task:

Using a superhero as an example, describe the particular attribute or strength that empowers him or her. Draw a picture of a symbol that represents the hero specifically. Use symbol flash cards in a quiz to move students into thinking in pictograph form. Now begin a Telephone Grapevine game to see how easily a message can be distorted, changed, ruined.  Think of ways you could communicate without using words or writing. The slaves found many ways.

Using the video, Roots of Resistance and the book Hidden in Plain View, begin the actual teaching unit.  Overhead transparencies of the quilts and symbols used in the quilts will help the students see how messages were communicated without the use of language or writing. 

The students will create a quilt of designs that represent the most important, surprising, astounding thing that they have learned about slavery in this unit.  Challenges you may encounter: Drawing, sewing, cutting material.  Resources you may use:  magazine pictures, tracings, photocopies, clip art, importing from the Internet.

Access:  

Recollect your favorite superhero.

Interpret: Determine what his/her most important attribute or

strength is.

Produce: Draw a picture of that strength or attribute.

Communicate: Present this to your class.

Evaluate: Weigh the traits that enable these people of strength to prevail.

Access: Gather symbols you know and use in your life ($, +, =,etc.) 

Interpret: Interpret the symbol flash cards I show you

Produce: Make pictographs or pictures that represent cartoon or comic characters’ emotions.

Communicate: Share your examples with the class.

Evaluate: Critique examples on the board.

Access: Reflect back to earlier games of “Telephone” or “Grapevine”.

Interpret: Decide what the messenger/speaker says to you.

Produce: Apply this message to the ear of the next person.



Communicate: Divulge the final  message that was delivered.

Evaluate: Evaluate the  final message and the original message. (Ha-ha!)

Performance Assessment Plan:

· Quia quiz to access grasp of slavery vocabulary words—concentration and word search

· Harriet Tubman quiz 

· Checklist of progressive drawings or sketches of final symbolic quilt square

· Rubric for oral presentation

· Rubric for project presentation

Resources:

http://www2.lhric.org/pocantico/tubman/quiz.htm  
" 

http://www.afroam.org/history/slavery/main.html

http://trackstar.hprtec.org/cgi-bin/search.pl/results
http://www.google.com/
Roots of Resistance Video
Hidden in Plain View Book
Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
