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Project Description:

Our studies have introduced us to writers such as Poe, Dickenson, Thoreau, Steinback, and King.  After looking at these famous writers of the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries, each student will select a writer. He/she will choose a writer they enjoy; read and review major works, sites, and various print resources.   Determine what characteristics are evident in the writer’s work that has led this writer to influence the writer of the 21st century.

Students will form resource clusters and create checklists of writer’s characteristics, along with creating rubrics for written and oral presentations.  Time lines will give a visual presentation of individual findings. Students must be able to create a multi-media presentation and develop a creative piece in the style of his/her writer.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:  

How have the writers of the 18TH, 19TH and 20TH centuries influenced the 21ST century writer?

Specific Questions:

1. Name a specific writer from each century.

2. What determines a significant writer?

            
3. How do centuries influence the significant writers?

                 
4. What were the problems faced by each writers?

                    
5. Identify one significant element each writer possesses?

6.What influence will this writer have on your individual writing?
Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
STATE GOAL 3: 

WRITE TO COMMUNICATE FOR A VARIETY OF PURPOSES.

CAS A. 

Produce documents and other written works that adhere to Standard English conventions.

CFS 

1. Use Standard English conventions of grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation. 

2. Use a variety of sentence types and structures to present a lively, effective personal style. 

CAS B.

Write with focus, clarity, organization, elaboration, and coherence in a manner that conveys to the reader a clear understanding and interpretation of ideas and information.

STATE GOAL 5:

USE THE LANGUAGE ARTS FOR INQUIRY AND RESEARCH TO ACQUIRE, ORGANIZE, ANALYZE, EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE INFORMATION. 

CAS A.

Conduct research on questions and issues using various personal, reference, media, and electronic information sources to prepare comprehensive presentations.

CFS 

1. Use coherent research methodology to elicit and present evidence to: 

· support claims and contentions 

· defend an original thesis statement 

2. Integrate essential elements and processes related to effective formal research methodology to produce oral and written presentations that: 

· engage the reader by establishing a clear thesis statement that identifies the subject and writer's approach to it 

· follow a logical organizational pattern with appropriate transitions 

· use evidence and details from a variety of primary and secondary print and non-print sources to develop and support the thesis 

· credit and cite sources used for both direct and indirect quotations and evidence 

· include a reference or bibliographical list that is correctly formatted and provides complete information for all sources used. 

Unit Prerequisites:

                        Students are familiar with the writers of each of the centuries.                  

                        Students have analyzed writings of various writers represented.  
Performance Task
Task:

You are a contestant on “How to be a Millionaire”; you are in search of the answer for the million-dollar question, “What led this writer to be influential on 21st century writers?” You are to examine famous works of this writer to interpret style, content, and individual characteristics.   You are creating clusters, designing diagrams and rubrics to evaluate your resources.  You will know you have become the millionaire based on the creative portfolio piece you have created. The challenge you may encounter will be using writer’s influential style in your creative piece.  Resources that will aid you will be your ability to choose the best materials from web and print that reflect your author’s influences on other writers.

Actions:
Access:

· Investigate net/textual resources for compare/contrast characteristics of the various writers.

· Reflect on the effect this writer has had on the 21st century writers.
Interpret:

· Appraise characteristics of the writer’s works.

· Evaluate literary works from each century.

· Rate the best writings of each author considered.

Produce:

· Apply findings to Venn Diagrams; invent timeline for author’s writings- exemplifying individual student ideas.

· Work out characteristics to use in student writings.

Communicate:

· Explain checklists used in student resource clusters.

· Perform Power Point Media presentation.

· Publish student portfolio writings.

Evaluate:

· Check individual understanding of factual contributions to individual projects through oral discussions.

· Critique student writing, using Illinois Writers Rubrics.

· Test (essay, t-f, multiple choice) characteristics as to writer or century.

Performance Assessment Plan:




Design a bulletin board display of student conclusions 




PowerPoint or Role Play on researched writer

                               Evaluate student-designed rubrics & checklists 




Student conclusions as well as Individual Portfolios

Resources:

http://www.cps.k12.il.us/
http://www.noodletools.com/noodlebib
http://www.searchopolis.com/
http://www.school.discovery.com/schrockguide/sos.html 

9th-12th Grade textbooks 

Library References

Student Writing Portfolios


Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
