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Engaged Learning Lesson Plan

Project Title:

Romeo and Juliet

Date:
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Teacher(s):


Mary McNeal

Grade Levels:

9th  

Length of Lesson:

Three Weeks

Project Description: 

As final project the students must decide whether the families were responsible for the tragic events in Romeo and Juliet.  Thus the students will be asked to design, role-play and simulate actual counseling sessions for both families.

Project Goals:

Essential Question: 

Would family counseling have helped to improve the relationship between the Montague and Capulet families? 

Specific Questions:

As neighbors, should the Capulets and the Montagues have been cordial to each family member?  Why or why not?

Were the parents of Romeo and Juliet responsible for their deaths?

Did the police department do enough to stop the violence confrontations between the two families?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 

State Goal 1:  Read with understanding and fluency.

CAS A: 

Construct and extend meaning from text by synthesizing the content and ideas from literary works dealing with a specific issue or subject or written by a single author.

CFS
1. Recall, paraphrase, and summarize reading material, using a variety of strategies. 

2. Explain and verify answers to questions about reading material. 

3. Use special formats (e.g., maps, charts, graphs, diagrams, globes) to gain information. 

4. Draw conclusions and make inferences about written text. 

5. Analyze and synthesize information to form opinions. 

6. Differentiate between statements of fact and opinion. 

7. Formulate questions and make predictions

State Goal 2:

Understand explicit and implicit meaning in literature representing individual, community, national, world and historical perspectives.

CAS   a. 

Analyze author's style and literary form and their effects upon the reader, making connections within and across texts.

CFS 

1. Determine and analyze an author's viewpoint and perspective. 

2. Determine tone and analyze its impact in a reading selection. 

3. Identify and analyze the role of conflicts in fiction: 

· man vs. man 

· man vs. self 

· man vs. society 

· man vs. nature  

4. Describe the use and impact of setting on character motivation and development. 

CAS B.

Illustrate how form, content, purpose, and major themes of literary works reflect the cultures, literary periods, and ideas that shaped them.

CFS 

1. Draw inferences and defend claims and assertions about the ways in which the content (e.g., key themes, patterns, ideas, perspectives) of works of literature and stylistic choices of their authors reflect the following: 

· perspective of the author 

· era during which the author lived 

· literary traditions 

· key elements of the author's language 

· cultural and social norms 

STATE GOAL 5:

Use the language arts for inquiry and research to acquire, organize, analyze, evaluate and communicate information.

CAS A.

Conduct research on questions and issues using various personal, reference, media, and electronic information sources to prepare comprehensive presentations.

CFS 

1. Use coherent research methodology to elicit and present evidence to: 

· support claims and contentions 

· defend an original thesis statement 

2. Use library skills to gather materials for oral presentations.

Unit Prerequisites:
·  Literature and Language, Book 9
·  Access to the Internet
Performance Task:  

Who is really responsible for the tragic events and incidents in Romeo and Juliet?  Organize, on paper, a professional counseling office, that includes special services in family relationships.  For both the Montague and Capulet families, assign counselors to each family and document each conference session.  Research the parent-child relationships as was in the fifteen century.  Based on your research, decide whether the parents failed their children in a parental sense.  It may become a challenge, within your group, to get all your participants to agree that the parents created this tragic atmosphere for their children.  Therefore, it is imperative that as a group that you use the listed resources (instructional media center, Internet, texts, critiques and personal knowledge) to help crystallize the group’s final decision.  Finally, you will know that your project is a success when you present the first role-played counseling session in class in three weeks.  

Access:

· Based on your reading and your personal response, explore the need for professional counseling for Romeo and Juliet’s parents in Romeo and Juliet.  
· Research parent/child relationships during the Fifteen Century in England.
Interpret:

· Determine the counseling needs of both the Montague and Capulet families. 
· List the counseling needs for the families’ professional help on an artistically prepared poster.
Produce:

· Create a family counseling service based on your findings.  
· Generate a cartoon cluster to show the conflicts and successes of designing the business.
· Produce a workable, user-friendly rubric to evaluate the working sessions.
Communicate:

· Describe the basic counseling services available to the families.
· In a letter convince both families to schedule at least one counseling service.
· Publish an advertisement in the Chicago Sun Times of your available services.
· Make and deliver fliers of your services to the selected neighborhood. 
Evaluate:

· Plan and practice a counseling session within your groups.
· Evaluate the sessions with your rubric.
· Critique and improve your sessions based on the rubric.
Performance Assessment Plan:  

Writing Rubric to assess the written presentations

Oral Rubric to assess the oral presentations

A checklist to navigate the students through the project

Resources:

http://www.gradesaver.com/ClassicNotes/Titles/romeoandjuliet/charlist.html
Classic notes on Shakespeare

http://library.thinkquest.org/19539/randj.htm?tqskip=1
Romeo and Juliet:  Themes, Applications, Links

http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us/lausd/resources/shakespeare/webguide.html
Romeo and Juliet:  A Teaching Guide

Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
