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Project Description:

 

Redesigning a Chicago Neighborhood: Students will take a critical look at the area where they live and will identify problems within their neighborhood environment and develop possible solutions to the problems. 

 

 

Project Goals:

 

Essential Question:


If you were the mayor of Chicago, what would you do to improve your neighborhood?

 

Specific Questions:

1. What architectural changes might you make?

2. What might you do for social changes?

3. What services might you have the city perform?

 

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
STATE GOAL 7:
ESTIMATE, MAKE, AND USE MEASUREMENTS OF OBJECTS, QUANTITIES, AND RELATIONSHIPS, AND DETERMINE ACCEPTABLE LEVELS OF ACCURACY.

CAS A.

Solve measurement problems involving nonlinear scales, proportional reasoning and indirect measurements, including applications of trigonometric relationships (e.g., inaccessible distances and density).

CFS 

1. Apply nonlinear scales (e.g., Richter, decibel, pH) to solve practical problems. 

2. Use similarity and trigonometric relationships to determine measurements of objects are difficult to measure directly (e.g., the height of a building, the distance across a river). 

 

 

 

Unit Prerequisites:

 

·  Students have completed three years of architectural drafting and design and have been involved with a minimum of four design problems.

· Students have experience in model building, perspective drawing, construction techniques, computer and traditional drafting, and various rendering techniques.       

 

 

Performance Task:

 

Task


· Do you ever wonder why homes in some neighborhoods are worth more than the same type of homes in another location, or why you might feel safer in a particular area opposed to another? No matter where you live, there is probably something that can be done to raise the value of your home and at the same time improve the living conditions for you and your neighbors. Pretend that you are the mayor of the city with the capability of changing anything in your neighborhood.  What would you change?

 

Access:

·  Question yourself on what might be in great need of improvement.

· Ask at least three people in your neighborhood what they think should be improved or changed.

 

Interpret:
· Decide what architectural feature is in most need of change.

·  Decide what elements need to be altered or replaced.

· Prioritize the three worse problems in the area.

 

 

 

Produce:

· Design or redesign a park, playground, or building that will enhance the neighborhood (removing one or more buildings to achieve your design goals is permissible).

· Write a report stating the various problems and needed changes in your chosen area.

· Produce photographs of the architectural elements that are in great need of change.

 

Communicate:

· Present an oral report of your criticisms and your design solutions.

· Show your drawings and or models of your design solutions.

· Present photographs of the site where your design problem originated.

 

Evaluate:

·  Evaluate your neighborhood changes and suggest how you might approach this assignment in a different manor.

  

 

Performance Assessment Plan: (see following rubric)
 

 

	Name: _____________________
	Date: ___________________


	
	Project Title: _____________________
Teacher(s): Newboe

	SCHURZ HIGH SCHOOL 

Redesigning a Chicago Neighborhood 


	



	Process
Below Avg.
Satisfactory
Excellent
1. Has clear vision of final product
1, 2, 3
4, 5, 6
7, 8, 9
2. Properly organized to complete project 
1, 2, 3
4, 5, 6
7, 8, 9
3. Managed time wisely
1, 2, 3
4, 5, 6
7, 8, 9
4. Acquired needed knowledge base
1, 2, 3
4, 5, 6
7, 8, 9
5. Communicated efforts with teacher
1, 2, 3
4, 5, 6
7, 8, 9

	Product (Project)
Below Avg.
Satisfactory
Excellent
1. Format
1, 2, 3
4, 5, 6
7, 8, 9
2. Mechanics of speaking/writing
1, 2, 3
4, 5, 6
7, 8, 9
3. Organization and structure
1, 2, 3
4, 5, 6
7, 8, 9
4. Creativity
1, 2, 3
4, 5, 6
7, 8, 9
5. Demonstrates knowledge
1, 2, 3
4, 5, 6
7, 8, 9, 10
6. Other:
1, 2, 3
4, 5, 6
7, 8, 9

	 

Total Score:____________________________


	 

Teacher(s) Comments:
 

  



	


 

 

 

Resources:

 

http://trackstar.hprtec.org/main/track_frames.php3?track_id=32724&nocache=1124784352
http://www.funbrain.com/teachers/subj_math.html
http://www.geocities.com/engagedlearning2001/
http://www.ehow.com/home/home.jsp
 

Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
 

1. What worked?

 

 

 

2. What did not work?

 

 

 

3.  What would you change?

 

 

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
