CARL SCHURZ HIGH SCHOOL

Engaged Learning Lesson Plan 

Project Title:

Chaucerian Times

Date:



July 29,2001
Teacher(s):


Barbara Becker

Grade Levels:

Juniors

Length of Lesson:

Two weeks

Project Description:

 The literary understanding and appreciation of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales is enhanced when the reader becomes familiar with the social, political and religious environment of the Medieval Period.

  It is then that the reader better understands Chaucer’s humor, the ironic behavior of various pilgrims, the oneness of church and state government, and the ramifications of feudalism. Armed with this knowledge the student understands the historical significance through the literature.  This fosters an awareness of literature existing in an environment. 

  In this unit, the students will assume the identity of the pilgrims from the Prologue.  As they sit at the tables of the Tabard Inn, according to their social rank, they will discuss the problems and delights of the times.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


How is Canterbury Tales a social criticism? 

Specific Questions:

Does he reveal criticism of the “church” people?

Do the men and women have moral flaws?

How does the religion of the times affect the architecture of the church and the village?   

Does Chaucer reveal the imperfections of feudalism?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
STATE GOAL 1: 

READ WITH UNDERSTANDING AND FLUENCY.

CAS A: 

Analyze patterns, motifs, stylistic commonalities, themes, and/or perspectives on key issues from literary works.

3. Make and support valid assertions about texts. 

5. Use textual information to rationalize inferences. 

6. Judge the worth, accuracy, and reliability of text. 

STATE GOAL 4:

LISTEN AND SPEAK EFFECTIVELY IN A VARIETY OF SITUATIONS.

CAS A. 

Listen and respond critically to oral presentations and interactions, analyzing the speaker's purpose and point of view. 

CFS 

1. Ask relevant questions concerning a speaker's content, delivery, and purpose and respond to questions with appropriate elaboration. 

2. Summarize/paraphrase a speaker's purpose and/or point of view. 

3. Evaluate the clarity, effectiveness, and overall coherence of the speaker's arguments, organization, and delivery. 

4. Critique and evaluate oral messages and speeches based on established rubrics. 

CAS B.

Use Standard English to communicate orally in a well-organized and coherent manner appropriate to the purpose, audience, and context.

CFS 

1. Apply the conventions of Standard English in formal oral presentations, giving attention to rules and principles of: 

· grammar 

· usage 

· appropriate transitions between and among key ideas. 

2. Modify language in oral presentations to accommodate the background, needs, and expectations of an identified audience. 

CAS C.

Deliver polished formal and extemporaneous oral presentations, matching message, vocabulary, voice modulation, expression, and tone to audience and purpose.

CFS 

1. Speak clearly and expressively for a variety of situations and audiences. 

2. Participate in various forms of public speaking. 

3. Prepare and deliver individual and group presentations that: 

· establish and develop a clear purpose in oral communications 

· shape information to achieve a particular purpose and to appeal to the interest of the audience 

· develop main points relating to a thesis or controlling idea/purpose and maintain that focus throughout 

· use appropriate visual aids, anecdotes, facts, statistics, data, details, and examples to reinforce key ideas and communicate effectively to the target audience 

· engage the audience with verbal cues, gestures, and eye contact 

· use language that is clear, audible, and appropriate 

Unit Prerequisites:

· The students must scan the setting of the Prologue before reading the description of the pilgrims. 

· The students are to read and discuss the concepts of:

A frame story 

The function of a narrator

Performance Task:

Task:

Each student is to learn the foibles of one character in the Prologue of the Canterbury Tales. Each must be able to speak as a particular person who defends his way of life and beliefs in a discussion on three issues. You know that you have successfully finished the task when you can discuss three issues as you assume the role-playing of a character based upon your research and interpretation of the text.  Be careful to avoid prejudiced assumptions, gross exaggerations, and flawed reasoning based upon hearsay.

Actions:

Access: 

You are to read carefully the description of your particular character by webbing his personality traits, beliefs, and physical appearance, if it is indicative of his lifestyle.  

You are to define all unfamiliar words.

 Interpret:

You are to analyze each circle’s contents for characterization.

You are to categorize the resulting information according

to the following:  religious beliefs, social status, political beliefs, and

any flaws in the individual’s character.

    
You are to infer the type of person he is from this process.

Produce:

  Produce a written document that depicts the character’s personality.

Literally, draw a picture of the character according to the information that your interpretation yielded.

Communicate:  

             Portray your findings to the class when you elucidate your character’s viewpoint on three issues by participating in a discussion with another character.

Evaluate:

            You must be prepared to prove all that you say by citing

the text.  

           You must access the accuracy of your choice of definitions for the various words you have defined in your interpretation. 

           You must critique your drawing to establish its accuracy.

Performance Assessment Plan:

 Employ a rubric for oral presentation.
	Carl Schurz

	writing rubric generator
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	Name: ________________________
Teacher: Barbara Becker

	Date Submitted: ____________
Title of Work: ___________________

	 
Criteria
Points
1
2
3
4
 
Organization
Sequence of information is difficult to follow.
Reader has difficulty following work because student jumps around.
Student presents information in logical sequence which reader can follow.
Information in logical, interesting sequence which reader can follow.
____
Content Knowledge
Student does not have grasp of information; student cannot answer questions about subject.
Student is uncomfortable with content and is able to demonstrate basic concepts.
Student is at ease with content, but fails to elaborate.
Student demonstrates full knowledge (more than required).
____
Grammar and Spelling
Work has four or more spelling errors and/or grammatical errors.
Presentation has three misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
Presentation has no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors.
____
Neatness
Work is Illegible.
Work has three or four areas that are sloppy. 
Work has one or two areas that are sloppy. 
Work is neatly done.
____
References
Work displays no references.
Work does not have the appropriate number of required references.
Reference section was completed incorrectly
Work displays the correct number of references, written correctly.
____
 
 
 
 
Total---->
____

	Teacher Comments:
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Resources:

http://www.csis.pace.edu/grendel/projs2c/ch3.html {Dealing with language & text}

http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/cant/canttg.html  {Dealing with language}

http://www.arrakis.es/~jlserrano/host.htm               {Dealing with the host}

These are the resources for the peculiarities of Chaucerian life. 

Project Evaluation: (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
