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Project Overview:

Essential Question:

How do sexual decisions impact individuals, families, and society as a whole?

Specific Questions:


Middle School:



Language Arts:

How are sensuality and sexuality linked?

What words evoke sexual responses?

In what ways has the human body been celebrated?

How does religious literature define sexuality?

How does advertising use sexuality and what responses do advertisers want?

Social Sciences:

What conditions within cities allowed epidemics to spread?

In what ways have epidemics been transported, other than sexually?

How did cities handle the spread of epidemics?  What did they do, if anything, to prevent future outbreaks?

How has the government dealt with changing societal beliefs in regard to sexuality?

Mathematics:

What are the measures of central tendency?

What is a rate?

What are the steps to create a graph on the computer?

How can exponential growth be represented visually?

What will the trend be for teen pregnancy rates in the 21st century?

How do these trends affect sexual decisions for individuals, families, and society as a whole?

Science:

What is a pathogen and how does a human’s immune system respond to pathogens?

What are the causes, symptoms, and treatments of STDs?

What is an epidemic?

What is the process of human reproduction?

Compare the advantages and disadvantages of abstinence, methods of birth control, abortion, and adoption?

Language Arts/Social Sciences (Bilingual):

What is culture?

How does one successfully communicate with family members?

How is the family structure different in Central/South American cultures than in North American culture?

How is sexuality perceived differently in Central/South America and North America?

High School:
Mathematics

What were the past trends for specific STD’s/teen pregnancy rates?

What will the trend be for specific STDs/teen pregnancy rates in the 21st century?

Which STD has the highest death rate?  In past decades?  Present?

How do these trends affect sexual decisions for individual, families, and society as a whole?

Compare rates (teen pregnancy/STD) in the US over time by using charts.

Language Arts:

How are sensuality and sexuality linked?

What words evoke sexual responses?

In what ways has the human body been celebrated?

How do female authors, as well as female protagonists in literary works, view marriage as an institution?

What is the relationship between physical desire and the institution of marriage in American Literature?

Social Sciences:

What conditions within cities allowed epidemics to spread?

What are people’s values and beliefs about sexuality, how have they changed over time, and in what ways have social institutions challenged and/or reflected these values and beliefs?

Content & Performance Standards:


Middle School:



Language Arts:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	5
	A
	3, 6

	3
	B
	5

	3
	C
	1, 6

	2
	A
	2

	2
	B
	2, 3, 4

	5
	A
	3, 5, 9

	3
	C
	1, 6




Social Sciences

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	16
	D
	1

	17
	A
	1

	14
	D
	1




Mathematics:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	10
	A
	1

	10
	A
	2

	10
	B
	1

	10
	B
	4

	8
	A
	1




Science:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	12
	A
	7, 9

	11
	A
	1

	12
	B
	1

	13
	A
	3, 4, 6

	11
	C
	2




Language Arts/Social Sciences (Bilingual:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	LA 4
	A
	1, 2, 3, 4

	LA 4
	B
	1

	LA 4
	C
	3

	SS 17
	A
	1, 2

	SS 18
	A
	1, 3

	SS 18
	B
	3

	SS 18
	C
	1


High School:


Mathematics:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	10
	B
	1

	10
	A
	4

	10
	A
	3

	10
	A
	1

	8
	A
	1




Language Arts:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	1
	A
	3, 5

	1
	B
	4

	1
	C
	3

	2
	A
	2

	2
	B
	1, 5

	3
	C
	2

	4
	C
	1

	5
	A
	1, 2




Language Arts:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	5
	A
	3, 6

	3
	B
	5

	3
	C
	1, 6

	2
	A
	2

	2
	B
	2, 3, 4

	5
	A
	3, 5, 9

	3
	C
	1, 6


Social Sciences:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	16
	D
	1

	18
	A
	2

	18
	D
	2


Procedure:


Middle School:


STEP ONE:  Research Report

· Each homeroom will be divided into three groups.

· Each group will be assigned one of the following topics to research together:

· A specific, historic epidemic; or,

· A specific sexually transmitted disease (STD); or,

· Various rates and approaches to teen pregnancy rates, abortion rates, adoption rates, and birth rates.

· During this research period, the following skills will be the academic foci:

· Language Arts:  Research

· Social Sciences:  Data Collection

· Mathematics:  Graphing

· Science:  Understanding of factual information

· Each group will produce a final product (either a written report or presentation) that will be shared with the other two groups.

· After the initial reports/presentations are completed, the three groups will fuse together.  The purpose of this fusion is to:

· Share relevant information

· Analysis information to determine how the three areas (epidemics, stds, and rates) are interrelated.

· A final product (report/presentation) will be constructed by the one group and shared with the other homerooms.

STEP TWO:  Exploring Responsible Sexual Behavior

· During this step, all students will receive general instruction related to this topic, including teen pregnancy, abortion, birth rates, and adoption.  In addition, a general disease unit will be completed.

· Each academic area will connect to the study of this theme within their content:

· Language Arts:  Visualization and Word Impact in Mass Media

· Social Sciences:  Constitutional and Legal Issues related to reproductive topics

· Mathematics:  Graphing statistical data

· Science:  Necessary background information

· Language Arts/Social Sciences (Bilingual):  Cultural differences between Central/South American countries and the United States

STEP THREE:  Individual Reflection and Understanding

· Using the established Literature Circles approach, students will read fiction and non-fiction literature related to the topic of “responsible sexual behavior.”

· During the reading time, the students will be allowed journal time to reflect on the literature in conjunction with the background information gained from the first two steps.

· As seen with traditional literature circles, students will be required to share relevant information between and among other students.

FINAL PRODUCT:  All information from this entire process will be placed on a web site.

High School:

Mathematics:

STEP ONE:  Collecting Data

· Each class is divided into groups (2 students in a group)

· Each group will be assigned a specific STD (or rate) to research

· Groups will research their assigned topic

· Students compare data they collect with that of other groups to learn about the trends of other diseases

· During this research, the following skills will be the academic foci:

· Analyze data collected

· Choose appropriate chars (bar, column, xy scattered)

· Create charts on paper and on a computer

STEP TWO:  Organizing Data

· After analyzing data, students will decide what types of graphs will be suitable for presenting the information that they’ll share with the class

STEP THREE:  Presenting and Reflecting based on research:

· Using the information that students have gathered, students will be to answer the question:  How do the trends that they found affect sexual decisions for individuals, families, and society as a whole?
Language Arts:
STEP ONE:  Research

· Students will divide into pairs

· Each group will be assigned/choose one female author and research the following:

· Biographical information

· 1 – 2 pieces of author’s literary work

· During this research, the following specific questions will be used as guide for research:

· Regarding author:  How do female authors as well as female protagonists in literary works view marriage as an institution?

· Regarding both author and work:  What is the relationship between physical desire and the institution of marriage in American Literature?

· Regarding Literature:  How are sensuality and sexuality linked?

· Regarding Literature:  What works evoke sexual responses?

· Regarding Literature:  In what ways has the human body been celebrated?

· Each group will produce a final product.  The following are included in this product:

· One member of the pair will write a narrative essay /presentation from the viewpoint of the female author

· The other member of the pair will write a narrative essay/presentation from the viewpoint of the female protagonist in the author’s literary piece

STEP TWO:  Presentation

· Each group will take on their character’s (author or protagonist) personality and present the following information:

· Biographical Information

· Background

· Careers

· Views on Gender and Sexuality

· Significance of protagonist’s place in the story/novel, etc.

· Protagonist’s motives, views, and/or belief systems

STEP THREE:  Individual Reflection and Understanding/Group Discussion

· Students will complete a reflective response over their research and the presentations

· Students will come together, share their insights from their responses, and analyze the information gathered during the research as well as the presentations

· Specific questions will be addressed again/ students will be asked to draw conclusions regarding the specific questions and research.

Social Sciences:
· Diseases and Cities

· Identify various diseases, sexual and nonsexual, that have affected living conditions in cities

· Identify cities affected by epidemics

· Pair groups with a disease and a city

· Causes and Responses to city Epidemics

· Conditions that allowed disease to spread

· City response to disease

· City plans for future prevention

· The values and beliefs of people

· Survey of classmates and adults measuring values by ages

· What are the values and beliefs about people regarding sexuality?

· Abortion

· Birth control

· Adoption

· Extra-marital sex

· Homosexuality

· In what ways has each of these changed over time?

· How have institutions challenged and/or reflected these beliefs and values?

· Political:  laws (ie, Roe v. Wade; Blue Laws)

· Religious:  church declarations or other statements

· Social groups:  Planned Parenthood and others

Assessment Plan:


Middle School:

	Specific Question
	Final Product
	Assessment Plan*

	Middle School:  Language Arts

	How are sensuality and sexuality linked?
	
	

	What words evoke sexual responses?
	
	

	In what ways has the human body been celebrated?
	
	

	How does religious literature define sexuality?
	
	

	How does advertising use sexuality and what responses do advertisers want?
	
	

	How do you determine the validity of sources?
	
	

	Middle School:  Social Sciences

	What conditions within cities allowed epidemics to spread?
	
	

	In what ways have epidemics been transported, other than sexuality?
	
	

	How did cities handle the spread of epidemics?  What did they do, if anything, to prevent future outbreaks?
	
	

	How has the government dealt with changing societal beliefs in regard to sexuality?
	
	

	Specific Question
	Final Product
	Assessment Plan*

	Middle School:  Mathematics

	What are measures of central tendency?
	
	

	What is a rate?
	
	

	What are the steps to create a graph on the computer?
	
	

	How can exponential growth be represented visually?
	
	

	What will the trend be for teen pregnancy rates in the 21st century?
	
	

	How do these trends affect sexual decisions for individuals, families, and society as a whole?
	
	

	Middle School:  Science

	What is a pathogen and how does a human’s immune system respond to pathogens?
	
	

	What are the causes, symptoms, and treatments of STDs?
	
	

	What is an epidemic?
	
	

	What is the process of human reproduction?
	
	

	Compare the advantages and disadvantages of abstinence, methods of birth control, abortion, and adoption?
	
	


	Specific Question
	Final Product
	Assessment Plan*

	Middle School:  Language Arts/Social Sciences (Bilingual)

	What is a culture?
	
	

	How does one successfully communicate with family members?
	
	

	How is the family structure different in Central/South American cultures than in North American cultures?
	
	

	How is sexuality perceived differently in Central/South America and North America?
	
	

	High School:  Mathematics

	What were the past trends for specific STDs/teen pregnancy rates?
	
	

	What will the trend be for specific STDs/teen pregnancy rates in the 21st century?
	
	

	Which STD has the highest death rate? In past decades? Present?
	
	

	How do these trends affect sexual decisions for individuals, families, and society as a whole?
	
	

	Compare rates in the US over time by using charts.
	
	


	Specific Question
	Final Product
	Assessment Plan*

	High School:  Language Arts

	How are sensuality and sexuality linked?
	
	

	What words evoke sexual responses?
	
	

	In what ways has the human body been celebrated?
	
	

	How do female authors, as well as female protagonists in literary works, view marriage as an institution?
	
	

	What is the relationship between physical desire and the institution of marriage in American Literature?
	
	

	High School:  Social Sciences

	What conditions within cities allowed epidemics to spread?
	
	

	What are people’s values and beliefs about sexuality, how have they changed over time, and in what ways have social institutions challenged and/or reflected these values and beliefs?
	
	

	How have institutions challenged and/or reflected these beliefs and values?
	
	


* This column should indicate what tool would be utilized to score the students’ final product.  Tools can include:  tests/quizzes, checklists, anecdotal records, writing prompts, conferences, analytic rubrics, or holistic rubrics.


* This column should indicate what tool would be utilized to score the students’ final product.  Tools can include:  tests/quizzes, checklists, anecdotal records, writing prompts, conferences, analytic rubrics, or holistic rubrics.


* This column should indicate what tool would be utilized to score the students’ final product.  Tools can include:  tests/quizzes, checklists, anecdotal records, writing prompts, conferences, analytic rubrics, or holistic rubrics.


* This column should indicate what tool would be utilized to score the students’ final product.  Tools can include:  tests/quizzes, checklists, anecdotal records, writing prompts, conferences, analytic rubrics, or holistic rubrics.





