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Grade Levels:
Grades 3 & 4


Third/Fourth Bilingual

Project Overview:

We will be studying the geography, weather, art, schools, nutrition, currency, education, language, and history of France.  We will study France through the Internet and key pals as well as other resource material.  Each grade will divide the class into small groups and each group will be responsible for a specific category on France.

Essential Question:

How can the computer help us to compare cultures?

Specific Questions:

Everyone:
What tools are available on the computer?

What is a guidebook?

What is culture?

What is a passport?  Why do you need it?

What is the best method for me to research?

Third Grade:

What is nutrition and how does it affect our lives?

What is history and why is it important?

How is one country’s history connected to another’s?

What are some common words and phrases in French and how do they compare to their English counterpart?

Fourth Grade:
What is geography and how does it affect our lives?

How does weather affect our lives?

What is art?

Who are some famous artists and their works?

Third/Fourth Grade Bilingual:

What is currency and how is it different?

How do we compare and convert currency?

How is school different in different places?

What is an itinerary and how do you make one?

Content & Performance Standards:


Grade 3:



Language Arts:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	1
	A
	2

	1
	D
	2, 3

	3
	A
	1 – 5

	3
	B
	1 – 4

	3
	C
	1, 2

	5
	A
	1 – 4, 7




Social Sciences

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	17
	A
	1, 2

	17
	B
	2




Mathematics:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	7
	B
	1

	7
	C
	2, 7

	7
	D
	3




Science:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	12
	B
	3


Grade 4:


Language Arts:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	1
	A
	1, 2, 3

	1
	B
	2

	3
	A
	2

	3
	B
	3, 5

	5
	A
	1 - 5




Mathematics:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	6
	C
	4

	10
	A
	1, 2

	10
	B
	1 – 4

	10
	C
	1




Science:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	12
	E
	1


Social Sciences:

	State Goal
	CAS
	CFS

	15
	A
	1

	17
	C
	1, 2


Unit Prerequisites:
· Internet basics

· How to take notes

· How to work in cooperative groups

· Introduction to Claris Works

· How to organize information

· How to use reference materials

Procedure:

Task:
Congratulations!  Your class has been hired to write a guidebook for a trip for France.  Each student will work in a small group to write one chapter of the book.  To begin with, students will create passports allowing them to enter France.  Then, small groups of students will use the computer to research one of the following topics:

Third Grade:

French Language

Nutrition in France

History of France

Fourth Grade:

France’s Geography

France’s Weather

French Art

Third/Fourth Grade Bilingual:

French Currency

Schools in France

5 – Day Trip Itinerary

Every chapter needs to have a written section with illustrations or visuals.  The illustrations or visuals can include maps, charts, graphs, pictures, etc.

Third Grade:

French Language (corresponding pictures)

Nutrition in France (comparison of life plans)

History of France (comparison table with US)

Fourth Grade:

France’s Geography (map)

France’s Weather  (graphs)

French Art  (painting or piece of music)

Third/Fourth Grade Bilingual:

French Currency  (currency illustrations)

Schools in France  (timeline)

5 – Day Trip Itinerary (trip bochure)

Access:
· Examine and explore electronic resources

· Interview people from another culture

· Listen to a teacher’s lecture

· Look up information in printed resources

· Gather notes

Interpret:
· Organize gathered information by topics and subtopics

· Compare and contrast the United States and France

· Graph comparable information

· Evaluate the relevance of the information

Produce:
· Create a passport

· Draw a map

· Construct a graph

· Make a life plan

· Produce an illustrated currency booklet

· Develop an historic timeline and an educational timeline

· Write a personal reflection related to art

· Design a trip brochure

· Write, design, and develop a guidebook

Communicate:
· Share findings with other students and their families

· Display projects

· Display projects in the display case

· Publish guidebooks

Evaluate:
· Parents complete project questionnaire

· Teachers assess visual and written projects with rubrics

· Judge effectiveness of guidebook with a checklist

· Students produce a written critique of the process and the product

Assessment Plan:

	Specific Question
	Final Product
	Assessment Plan*

	Everyone

	What tools are available on the computer?
	
	

	What is a guidebook?
	
	

	What is culture?
	
	

	What is a passport?  Why do you need it?
	
	

	What is the best method for me to research?
	
	

	Third Grade

	What is nutrition and how does it affect our lives?
	
	

	What is history and why is it important?
	
	

	What are some common words and phrases in French and how do they compare to their English counterpart?
	
	

	Fourth Grade

	What is geography and how does it affect our lives?
	
	

	How does weather affect our lives?
	
	

	Who are some famous artists and their works?
	
	

	What is art?
	
	


	Specific Question
	Final Product
	Assessment Plan*

	Third/Fourth Grade Bilingual

	What is currency and how is it different?
	
	

	How do we compare and convert currency?
	
	

	How is school different in different places?
	
	

	What is an itinerary and how do you make one?
	
	


Written Work Rubric

Assessment Focus:  This rubric will be used to assess any written work produced for the guidebook or the display projects.  A blank or ineligible paper will receive a “0.”

	
	Beneath 

Standards
	Approaching Standards
	Meet 

Standards
	Exceeds 

Standards

	Organization
	Shows no focus or organization
	Lacks an apparent focus but suggests some organization or suggests a focus but lacks organization
	Maintains a clear and appropriate focus, exhibiting a logical sequence of ideas but may lack internal consistencies
	Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea, exhibiting a logical sequence of ideas through the use of appropriate devices and transitions.



	Meaningful Content
	Provides little or not essential information
	Provides some essential information
	Provides essential information
	Covers the topic completely and in depth



	Spelling
	Minimal control, making assessment of spelling unreliable
	Lack of control exhibiting frequent errors that make comprehension difficult
	Partial control exhibiting occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension
	Occasional minor errors that do not detract from the meaning

	Grammar
	Minimal control, making assessment of grammar unreliable
	Lack of control exhibiting frequent errors that make comprehension difficult
	Partial control exhibiting occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension
	Occasional minor errors that do not detract from the meaning


* This column should indicate what tool would be utilized to score the students’ final product.  Tools can include:  tests/quizzes, checklists, anecdotal records, writing prompts, conferences, analytic rubrics, or holistic rubrics.


* This column should indicate what tool would be utilized to score the students’ final product.  Tools can include:  tests/quizzes, checklists, anecdotal records, writing prompts, conferences, analytic rubrics, or holistic rubrics





