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Project Description:

Students will examine how music has reflected political, social and economic changes/trends in 20th century America.  Multiple learning strategies, including cooperative learning, direct instruction, independent study, and research will be used as the students discover trends in American culture.  Students will develop Power Point presentations to communicate the results of their research.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


How is music a reflection of trends in American society?

Specific Questions:

· What is a culture?

· What components comprise a culture?

· What is a trend?

· What are some examples of trends in American culture?  (i.e. acceptable styles of clothing in various circumstance – church, work, 

· How do the messages conveyed in music reflect trends in a culture?

· How does music influence the attitudes of the society?
Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Sixth Grade:

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

Science

Unit Pre-requisites:

Performance Task:

Task:

· Music is often a reflection of the attitudes and values of a society.  Your task is to research an era in American music and identify the political, economic and social trends portrayed in the music.  Using the knowledge you have gained design a Power Point presentation of at least four slides.

Access:  read, listen, research, survey, investigate, dialogue, question, brainstorm, interview, and observe
Interpret:  prioritize, organize, evaluate, determine, analyze, compare, contrast, decide, solve, and integrate
Produce:  make, build, depict, develop, construct, fabricate, create, and produce
Communicate:  explain, teach, describe, present, convince, display, distribute, make, move, portray, convey, and perform.
Evaluate:  evaluate, assess, judge, critique, appraise, improve, grow, amend, and refine
Performance Assessment Plan:

To be completed

Resources:

To be identified

Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
TEACHER DIRECTIONS/Lesson Plan

1. Choose a couple of musical samples from different time periods in American history that will demonstrate how music reflects trends in society

a. Trend:  Styles of Clothing (Zoot suits, disco, country western).

2. Students define the following terms:

a. Trends

b. Culture

c. Political

d. Social

e. Economic

f. Impact

3. Students will brainstorm/discuss items they feel represent current American culture.

4. Group the classes ideas into the three categories (Political, Economic, Social) (see attached)

5. Set up cooperative learning groups (two set per classroom)

Group 1:  Political Trends in reflect in music 

Group 2:  Economic Trends reflected in music.

Group 3:  Social Trends reflected in music.

6. Have student go to the computer lab.  Using the list of URL’s have students research the various WWW sites to answer the questions on the attached worksheet. 

7. After completing their research each group will design a Power Point presentation of at least four slides that answer the questions on the worksheet.

8. Each grade level will design 1-2 ABC books showing what the students have learned.

· ABC Directions

· Each student receives a letter of the alphabet and then designs a page depicting their topic.

· The page should contain the word, an illustration, and brief explanation of their topic/word.

