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Project Description:

The students will create a student-centered learning environment in which various instructional strategies, such as peer tutoring, cooperative learning and direct instruction will be used. This project has a strong focus on teaching students to use higher-order thinking skills and research. Students will learn to investigate problems, formulate and propose solutions that are supported by evidence as they research potential invasion by viruses to their community.

Upon completion of research the students will be able to use and demonstrate their ability and knowledge of Chicago Academic Standards for the sixth grade level as develop a Web site and newsletter to inform the Roseland neighborhood and the surrounding Chicago communities of the threat and spread of life-threatening viruses.

Project Goals:

Essential Question:


What is a Virus?

Specific Questions:


What do you know about a virus?


Why do viruses develop?

          What kinds of viruses are there?

Who can be impacted by a virus?

Where do viruses orginate?

          How do viruses spread?


Can a virus be contained?


Can a virus be controlled?

          Can a virus be cured?

Illinois and CPS Learning Standards: 
Sixth Grade:

State Goal #


CAS letter


CSF #

Science

Unit Pre-requisites:

Performance Task:

Task:

· Congratulations you have been commissioned by the United Center for Disease Control to design a web page that will provide American citizens with information about human hosted viruses.

Access:  read, listen, research, survey, investigate, dialogue, question, brainstorm, interview, and observe
Interpret:  prioritize, organize, evaluate, determine, analyze, compare, contrast, decide, solve, and integrate
Produce:  make, build, depict, develop, construct, fabricate, create, and produce
Communicate:  explain, teach, describe, present, convince, display, distribute, make, move, portray, convey, and perform.
Evaluate:  evaluate, assess, judge, critique, appraise, improve, grow, amend, and refine
Performance Assessment Plan:

See attached rubric

Resources:

To be identified

Project Evaluation:  (respond to the following questions)
1. What worked?

2. What did not work?

3.  What would you change?

Student Work:


Please attach copies of student work.
Web Page

Potential Viruses to explore

· HIV

· Common cold

· Flu

· Herpes

· Chicken pox

· Spinal meningitis

· Hepatitis B

· Tuberculosis

Information to access

· What is the name of the virus?

· How is it contracted?

· How can a person avoid or prevent contracting this virus?

· What are the common symptons associated with this visus?

· How is it treated?

· Contained

· Controlled

· Cured

· Which population (group of people) are most commonly affected by this virus?

· What medical advances have occurred in the treatment of this virus?

Contents of Web Page

Answer to above questions

· Illustration, diagram or chart related to virus

· Graph containing information on the number of people affected by this virus in the past 50-100 years.

· Conclusion – explaining what you think will happened next (i.e. will a cure be available, will the disease become extinct, will more people be affected by the virus, etc.)

